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 This week the Church celebrates the feasts of St. Monica (27th) and St. Augustine (28th).  
St. Monica is the mother of St. Augustine.  Most of what we know about St. Monica we have 
learned from the writings of St. Augustine. 
 

 St. Monica was born into a devout Catholic family in Roman Africa (what is now Tunisia, on 
the North African Coast) in the early part of the fourth century.  The only incident from her youth 
that we have is how she was in danger of becoming a ñwine bibberò, but was corrected when 
her secret sips in the wine cell were discovered and a maid called her a ñdrunkardò.  This  
stinging rebuke prompted her to change her behavior and develop perseverance.  Hence she  
is the patron saint for recovering alcoholics. 
 

 While she was raised in strict conformity to Christian moral teaching in preparation for  
responsible Christian adulthood, she was given in marriage to Patricius, a pagan Roman official.  
She bore him four children, the first being the future St. Augustine. 
 

 Patricius was a volatile man and he was unfaithful to her.  Her mother-in-law also lived  
with them and apparently was just as volatile.  Yet Monicaôs patience was so great that she  
ultimately saw them both converted to Christianity before they died. 
 

 Patricius was a good father, and with Monica, they saw to the education of their promising 
son.  While Augustine was a good student, he could not be considered good in the way he lived 
the rest of his early life, behaving not unlike lots of the young people of today.  Monica prayed 
and cried for his conversion for nearly 30 years. 
 

 Finally due to the eloquence of the homilies of Ambrose, Augustineôs heart was turned and 
he was baptized by Bishop Ambrose [future Saint Ambrose] in Milan in the spring of 387.  
Augustine went on to be ordained to the Presbyterate and shortly thereafter was ordained a 
bishop. 
 

 Besides being canonized a saint, he is held as one of and the greatest of the four fathers of 
the Latin Church.  He has also been declared a Doctor of the Church for his numerous writings 
on philosophy and theology. 
 

 So, how are these two saints from the fourth century also saints for today?  First, Monica did 
not turn away from her responsibilities.  She showed persistence with praying for the conversion 
of her husband and mother-in-law, as well as her wayward son.  Monica was persistent in  
praying to God for these conversionsðin the case of her son, over 30 years.  If one really wants 
something, and wants it strongly enough, then one must pray, praying with all oneôs heart, for it 
to happen.  Of course that for which we are praying must be worthy.  Other than St. Monica, I 
wonder how may have prayed 30 years for a delinquent child? 
 

 As for St. Augustine, he is an example of how one can turn oneôs life around, not just to  
become a ñgood personò, but to even to become a ñfather of the Latin Church,ò a Doctor of the 
Church, and a Saint! 
 

 Both of these saints show us that God is truly merciful and forgiving. 
 

Hall Moore  
Pastoral Minister 

Two Saints for Today  
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7:00 a.m. St. Margaret Mary + The Grandeo & Cush Families     
8:30 a.m. St. James   Morning Prayer with Communion 
12 noon St. Patrick   + Stephen Gavin      
         - Family       

       

5:00 p.m. St. James   + Jim Manning 
         - Jack & Alice Terwilliger 

5:00 p.m. St. Patrick   + Mary Dowling 
         - Joe Matrisciano 

8:30 a.m.  St. James   + Daniel DuBuono 
          - The Mosier Family 
9:00 a.m. St. John         + For the poor & needy of our community 
  

 

 

30 Sunday  

 

30 Sunday  

 

31 Monday  

 

1 Tuesday  

10:00 a.m. Youth Ministers Planning MeetingðSt. Patrick Rectory 
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Weight WatchersðSt. James Hall 
 

2 Wednesday  
6:00 p.m. TOPSðSt. Margaret Mary Classroom 
6:00 p.m. Journey Bible StudyðSt. Margaret Mary Classroom 
7:30 p.m. Stephen Ministry SupervisionðSt. Margaret Mary Classroom 
 

3 Thursday  

8:00 a.m. Prayer GroupðSt. Margaret Mary Hall 
7:00 p.m. Pastoral CouncilðSt. James Hall 
 

4 Friday  

9:00 a.m. Exposition of the Blessed SacramentðSt. James Church 
11:30 a.m. Rosary, Benediction & MeetingðSt. Patrick Church & Hall 
 

5 Saturday  

9:30 a.m. Holy HourðSt. Johnôs Church 
10:30 a.m. ReconciliationðSt. Johnôs Church 
 

6 Sunday  

 

7:00 a.m. St. John    + Dick Odom 
         - Al & Flo 
8:30 a.m. St. James    + Catherine England 
         - Ed & JoAnne Kelly  

 

Friday    

Thursday  Gregory the Great, pope & doctor 

Sunday   Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 a.m. St. Patrick    + Katherine T. Hubbs 
         - Helen Gilleran 
9:00 a.m. St. James   + Sotaro Bunao 
         - Phyllis Garfield 
10:45 a.m. St. Margaret Mary + Ray Martin 
         - George & Leila Bonner 
11:15 a.m. St. John   + Richard Odom 
         - Frank & Jeanne Galko    
5:00 p.m. St. Margaret Mary + For the People  
    

Saturday  Vigil: Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00 a.m. St. Margaret Mary + The Grandeo & Cush Families 
8:30 a.m. St. James   Morning Prayer with Communion  
12 noon St. Patrick   + For the living & deceased members of 
          the Ward & Root Families 
 

8:30 a.m. St. James   + Catherine England 
         - The Sotis Family     

9:00 a.m. St. Patrick   + Patricia Hilker 
         - Kelley & Craig Peron  

Readings for the week of August 30  

 

Sunday:   Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27/Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
Monday:   1 Thes 4:13-18/Lk 4:16-30 
Tuesday:  1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11/Lk 4:31-37 
Wednesday:  Col 1:1-8/Lk 4:38-44 
Thursday:  Col 1:9-14/Lk 5:1-11 
Friday:   Col 1:15-20/Lk 5:33-39 
Saturday:  Col 1:21-23/Lk 6:1-5 
Next Sunday: Is 35:4-7a/Jas 2:1-5/Mk 7:31-37 

 

9:00 a.m. St. Patrick    + Charles Boland 
         - Marlene 
9:00 a.m. St. James   + Sotaro Bunao 

         - Mary Garfield 
10:45 a.m. St. Margaret Mary + Raymond Martin 
         - Deanna & Leonard Becchetti 
11:15 a.m. St. John   + The Grandeo & Cush Families 
5:00 p.m. St. Margaret Mary + For the People

Wednesday   

 

5:00 p.m. St. James   + John ñJackò Kingston 
           - Mel & Sharon Lovell 
5:00 p.m. St. Patrick   + Leonard Ayers 
         - Pat Hilker  

Saturday  Vigil: Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

29 
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   St. James - Saturday 4:00 - 4:45 p.m.    
   St. John - First Saturday 10:30 -11:00 a.m.  
   St. Margaret Mary - Third Saturday 10:30 - 11:00 am 
   St. Patrick - Saturday 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

Baptisms  

 Baptismal preparation is offered 
and required for parents of children to 
be baptized in our churches.  Please 
contact the church office for an initial interview and 
baptismal preparation. 
 

 Amelia Rose Toomey was baptized on 
August 23, 2009 at St. Patrick Church.  She is 
the daughter of Robert and Amy Toomey. 
 

 Benjamin Dale Shaw was baptized on  
August 23, 2009 at St. James Church.  He is 
the son of David and Sarah Shaw. 
 

 Katelynn Genevieve Van Etten was  
baptized on August 23, 2009 at St. James 
Church.  She is the daughter of Brian and 
Jessica Van Etten. 

Reconciliation  

This sacrament celebrating Godôs forgiveness is 
available by appointment (contact a priest) or at the 
following scheduled times. 

Hospital/Nursing Home Visits  

Please notify the church office if you or a family 
member will be hospitalized and would like the 
Sacrament of the Sick or a staff member to visit. 

Holy Communion at Home  

Please call the church office if you wish to bring 
Holy Communion to a sick friend or family member 
or to arrange a visit by one of our Communion 
Ministers.        

Anointing of the Sick  

Ths Sacrament of strength and healing is available 
upon request for those who are sick or elderly.   
Please contact the church office.  

Marriage  

Couples should contact a Priest or 
Deacon to begin their preparation for 
marriage at least six months before 
any anticipated wedding. 
Banns:  

 

Memorial Candles/Gift s  
Memorial donations are accepted for the Sanctuary 
lamp that burns before the Blessed Sacrament and 
the Bread and Wine used in our Eucharistic 
celebrations.  Please contact the church office. 

Sanctuary Lamp:  
August  

For the Recovery of Laurie Strasser ðSt. Patrick  
Edna & Cecil Haner ðSt. John  

 
September  

Richard Eschler ðSt. Patrick  
For the Recovery of Laurie Strasser ð 

St. Margaret Mary  

Raina Albro 
Terry Bale 
George Barden 
Jacob Bensley 
Terry Berge 
Art Bonning 
John Callahan 
Olivia Chin 
Rita Clarke 
Will Delaney 
Janet DeLap 
Kelly Donnelly 
James Dubinsky 
Jason Durand 

Maureen Farr 
Helen Fitzgerald 
Carol Franz 
Veronica Gladysz 
Ben Goodrich 
Monica Goodrich 
Peg Gorman 
Tristan Harbest 
Janet Harris 
Julie Harris 
Isla Landon 
Rita Lupold 
Dolores Mint 
Cindi Mize 

Juan Montoya 
Nancy Morgan-Nuss 
Jerry Mosier 
Alicia Nacion 
Mike Natishak, Jr. 
Antoinette Nemchick  
John Nepsha 
Russ Nicosia 
Debbie Oven 
Ray Parmarter 
Megan Sinan 
Tosha Sisler 
Mike Slavetskas 
Kate Smith 

Nick Spawn 
Marian Spellane 
Jerry Stahl 
Leona Stinard 
Laurie Strasser 
Connie Streck 
Mary Tully 
Fr. Tom Watts 
Ellen Wiles 

Central Office 
300 Main Street, Owego, NY 13827 
(607) 687-1068 
Fax 687-8122 
M-Th 8:00-4:00, F 8:00 - 12 noon 
Email:  blessedtrinity@dor.org 

Website:  
Http:// www.blessed-trinity-parish.org 
 
Waverly Office 
503 Clark Street, Waverly, NY  
(607) 565-2014 
M & W 8:30 - 12:30, T 10:00 - 12 noon 
 
Apalachin Office 
1110 Pennsylvania Avenue, Apalachin, NY  
(607) 625-3191 
T & Th 9:00 -1:00 
 
St. Patrick School 
309 Front Street, Owego, NY  13827 
Paula Smith, Principal 
(607) 687-1770 
Website:  www.stpatrickowego.org 
Email:  stpatricks@stny.rr.com 
 
St. Patrick Cemetery 
Dick Winston, (607) 689-0909 (H) 
 
St. James Cemetery 
Sharon Lovell, (607) 565-9967 (H) 
 
 

Rev. William Moorby, Pastor 
Rev. John Yaw Afoakwah, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Thomas Watts, Pastor Emeriitus 
(607) 687-1068 
 

Ellen Keough, Pastoral AssociateðSt. Patrick  
(607) 687-1068, (607) 687-5139 (H ) 
ekeogh@dor.org 
 

Ann Argetsinger, Pastoral AssociateðSt. Margaret Mary  
(607) 687-1068, (607) 272-7053 (H) 
aargetsinger@dor.org 
 

Hall Moore, Pastoral MinisterðSt. James  
(607) 565-2014, (570) 888-1575 (H) 
hmoore@dor.org 
 

Deacon Mike Donovan, Pastoral AssociateðSt. John 
(607) 687-1068, (607) 687-1581 (H) 
mdonovan@dor.org 
 

Cathy Wunder, Director of Faith Formation 
(607) 687-1068 
cwunder@dor.org 
 

Matthew DiLallo, Business Manager 
(607) 687-1068 
mdilallo@dor.org 
 
In case of Pastoral Emergency call the pager  
number at 1-800-388-4117.  Dial in your number includ-
ing your area code and we will return your call. 

"Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they  

protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform   

for us in our time of need. Amen."   

 

It is time to update the troops list.  Please contact Lisa at 
lsalamida@dor.org or 687 -1068 to add a name to the  

Pray for our Troops List.   

Robert Bergmann  
Brett Creeley  
Liam Gilroy   
C. J. Harrington  

John Harrington  
Matthew Harrington   
Rudy Kotsubka  
Adam Lasater  

Michael Mallins  
Patricia Mallins  
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Fun 
Fellowship 

Catholic Book and Film Fair  

The Sr. High Youth in cooperation with  
Ignatius Press presents: The Ignatius Press 
Catholic Book and Film Fair Fundraiser .   

First stop - The Parish Picnic!  

St. Patrick Fall Festival Irish Alley Treasures 
SAVE your stuff & MARK your calendar!  

Drop -Off begins  
Monday, September 14th  

Please NO computers, pillows, linens, shoes, clothes or curtains 

 
 

Sunday, September 13 
11:00 am  ~  St. Margaret Maryôs Church 

Mass Schedule  
September 12      5 pm St. James 
        5 pm St. Patrick 
 
September 13      8 am St. Johnôs 
        9 am St. James 
      11 am St. Margaret Mary 

NCYC Quilt Raffle  
 NCYC Youth are selling raffle tickets for a 
ñHandmade Quiltò.  Tickets are $2.00 a piece 

or 3 for $5.00. Winner drawn at the picnic.  

Crafts 

Horseshoes 

Bingo 

Face Painting 

        St. Valõs Club 
     Week 16 ~ also known as ~ 

   ñthe week of the Pastoral Associatesò! 

     $40   ~  Ann Argetsinger! 
     $20   ~  Ellen Keough! 

$16 gets you in the game!  

Join us today as we celebrate 25 years!  

300 Main Street ~ Owego, NY ~ 13827  

St. Patrick Schoolôs Fall Festival 
September 18 &19  

St. Johnõs Information Night 
Wednesday, September 16  

 

Come join us as we revive the  

St. Johnõs Altar Rosary Society! 

16 years young & over  
 

*Rosary  ~  5:30 pm  

* Altar Rosary Info Meeting immediately following Rosary  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
At 7:00 pm the same night, there will be a  
meeting to discuss St. Johnõs providing a  

community free meal.  
 

Questions? Call Je Je @ 687 -1068  

Bring a chair!  

 Calling All Teenage Singers!  
St. Patôs Teen Idol is BACK! 

 

 Friday, September 18
th
 at the Festival  

 

CASH PRIZES!!!! 
 

*New for 2009:* Auditions held on night of 
the event  beginning at 7:00 p.m.!  Prepare 

2 songs in case you make the finals!  Finals begin after 
auditions. 
 

Registration begins 6:00 p.m. NO REGISTRATION FEE!  
 

Questions? Call Sue, 972-5405 

Crafters Needed!  
 St. Patrick Fall Festival is bringing 

back the Craft Show!  For more  

information contact Cari @ 642 -8949 or 

bcnshiel@frontiernet.net  
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Spiritual Adoption Program  

 Our spiritually adopted babies are now three months old.  
They are 3 inches long and they can squint, swallow, and 
move their tongues!  Please continue to pray for these  
precious children of God by reciting the following daily prayer: 
 ñJesus, Mary and Joseph, I love you very much.  I beg you to 
spare the life of the unborn baby we have spiritually adopted 

who is in danger of abortion.ò 
  

Womenõs Day of RetreatñStella Maris Retreat Center 
 September 23  

Presenter: Fr. William Coffas  

Bus Leaves St. Patrickõs Parking Lot at 7:00am then 

a pick up in Newark Valley  

Bus Leaves Stella Maris 3pm to arrive back in 

Owego at 5:00pm  

Cost:  $40.00 ( includes bus, coffee break & luncheon)  

Reservations by calling Marion Rutan ñ642 -8972  

All payments please by  September 10  

First Reconciliation Information Meeting  

 There will be an information meeting for parents who are 
considering having their child prepare for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation this fall.   
 You may attend any one of these three sessions: 
 

Saturday September 26    St. James Hall      6:00 p.m. 
Sunday   September 27    St. Patrick Hall      10:00 a.m. 
Sunday   September 27    St. Margaret Mary Hall 12:00 p.m. 
 

 It is the goal of the program to help your child appreciate 
this sacrament of healing.  Preparation will begin in October 
and culminate in early December. Although the majority  
of children prepare for Penance in the fourth grade, all  
sacraments are received on a readiness basis and not  
determined by grade or age level.   All families are urged to 
discuss this sacrament with their child to determine their 
readiness.  For more information call Cathy Wunder in the 
Faith Formation office at 687-1068  

Faith Formation Needs Your Help!  

 Our Childrenôs Faith Formation Classes begin on  
September 20.  We are still looking for adult catechists  
for St. Patrick, St. John, and St. James.  No experience is  
necessary, and training, lessons, and class plans will be  
provided.  You may teach every week or alternate weeks  
with another catechist. Classes are not scheduled on holiday 
weekends.  If you are able to help us or would like to learn 
more, call the office at 687-1068 or email me at 
cwunder@dor.org. 

Religious Education Classes  

 We offer childrenôs Religious Education Classes at four of 
our worship sites. Classes begin September 20

th
 and run 

through May 2
nd

 at the following times: 
 

St. Patrick               10:15 ï 11:30 a.m.     preschool ï grade 5        
           classes held in Rectory  
 

St. Margaret Mary     9:15 ï 10:30 a.m.     preschool ï grade 8                  
           classes held in classrooms 
 

St. John               9:45 ï 11:00 a.m.     preschool ï grade 5        
           classes held in classrooms 
 

St. James        10:15 ï 11:30 a.m.     preschool ï grade 5         
           classes held in Rectory and Church Hall  
 

 Registration forms can be found on our website and at all 
church entrances. For information about the classes call the 
Faith Formation Office at 687-1068. 

Crazy Catholics?* 
Curious about becoming  

Catholic ?  
Bring a friend & Come Hear What the Rite of Christian  

Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is all about! 

Sunday, September 20  ~  1:00 ñ2:30pm  

St. Patrickõs Church Hall,  Owego NY 

*Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a process to discern  
if someone is truly called to Catholicism, to learn about the 
Catholic faith, to have  questions addressed and to share in 

the life of the community.  (Not crazy at all!!) 

Tender Care for Tough Times -  

Stephen Ministry can Help!  

 Struggling with a life crisis, such as job loss, can really 
be difficult.  Stephen Ministry (originally begun at St.  
Margaret Mary's in the mid1980s) is a caring confidential 
ministry of Blessed Trinity Parish/St. Patrick's.   The 
Stephen Ministers of BT/SP are specially trained to listen 
and provide compassionate care to you as you move 
through an uncertain or painful time of your life. The ministry 
maintains absolutely strict confidentiality.  Call Ann at  
687-1068 to find out more about Stephen Ministry care.     

   Letõs Talk About é  

Valid vs. Invalid Marriage?   
 

 

Presented by:  Mr. Emmett Wells,  
       Director Diocese of  Rochester Tribunal 

 

Sunday, September 27  
1:30 - 3:30 pm  

St. Patrick Church Hall, Owego  

???What does it mean to 
have my marriage 
ñblessedò??? 

????  

Annulments  

???What if I was 
married ñoutside of 
the churchòé ??? 

mailto:cwunder@dor.org
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Sacrificial Offerings - August 22/23  

Parish :              Envelopes:       Attendance:    Collection:      Pre-Auth:      Total Gifts:      Weekly Needs:  
 
 

Blessed Trinity      214             694    $7041.00      $ 388.00   $7429.00   $9135.00 
St. Patrick      121             443            $3896.00      $252.73     $4148.73   $5913.00 
 

  Make Parish a Priority!                 Please Use Your Envelopes.  

NOTE: If everyone who attends will simply increase their giving by just one dollar per week we will have a balanced budget. 

Copies of financial reports for Blessed Trinity and St. Patrickôs Parishes are available at the church entrances and on our 

website.  Thank you for your contributions and support. 

 

 

Tioga County Rural Ministry  

143 North Avenue, Owego, NY ~ 687 -3021 

Hours: Mondays, Tuesdays & Fridays  

10:30 am - 12 noon, 12:30 pm - 4:00 pm  

 Our pantry needs: dry milk, large diapers, jars of baby 

food, baby formula, mac & cheese, ketchup, mustard, paper 

towels, laundry soap, pasta & jelly.     

School Supplies Collection  

 Blessed Trinity/St. Patrickôs Social Ministry  
Committee is coordinating the collection of school 
supplies for children in need.  In addition to pencils, 
crayons, glue sticks, blunt scissors, there is a need for  
backpacks and calculators.  Also, things like tissues and 
hand sanitizer are always needed in the classrooms.  Place 
your donations in the boxes at the church entrances.   
Donations will be delivered to the area schools.   

Spirit Alive ñ Get Into the Acts!!  

What IF every Catholic in the Diocese of Rochester read the same book?? 
 

 Imagine the power of having all of us read the same 
book:  The Acts of the Apostles!   
 Spirit Alive! invites all of us to know 
and understand Scripture better.  What 
better way to do that than to devote some 
time reading one book of the Bible:  The 
Acts of the Apostles .   
 Plan now to join Catholics across the diocese from  
September 6 - Pentecost 2010 in the discussion and  
reflection of the Acts of the Apostles .    

The Bridgeõs Annual Bake Sale 

Saturday, September 12  ~  Tops Market 
8:30 a.m. till gone 

Please, will you bake your special pies, breads, 
cookies, fudge or other treats?  and/or   Will you make a  
donation to The Bridge?  You can mail donations to:  The 
Bridge, PO Box 202, Sayre, PA  18840. 

Becoming a Hospice Volunteer  

 If you possess respect and reverence for life, maturity, a 
positive outlook, sensitivity, compassion, empathy, flexibility, 
a sense of humor and the willingness to help others, then our 
Hospice patients need you! 
 A 30 hours training session will begin September 14 -  
October 16th, Monday and Wednesday, 9-12 Noon. 
For more information, please call the Lourdes Hospice Vol-
unteer Office @584-9159 or email bcanestaro@lourdes.com 

St. James Cemetery  

 For the safety of our guests, some entrances at the St. 
James Cemetery may be closed at times during trimming.  
Please use the East Elm Street entrance.   

3
rd

 Annual Wine and Dine Event  

òIn the Coolest Small Town in Americaó 
 

Sampling of New York State Wines and  
Fall Harvest Appetizers and Desserts  

September 25  ~  5:30 ï 8:30 p.m. 
Owego Elks Lodge 

 

Advance Tickets:  $20.00 per person 
Tickets at Door:  $25.00 per person 

Designated Driver:  $10.00 
 

Advance tickets on Sale Now! 
Parish Office 687-1068  

Anita Martin, Chairperson ~ Debbie Kennedy, St. James 
Kathy Hamilton, St. Margaret Mary  

 Sheryl Raftis, St. Patrick ~ Fran Alexander, St. John 

All proceeds benefit the youth attending NCYC .  

Catholic Book and Film Fair Coming Soon  

 The Sr. High Youth in cooperation with Ignatius Press 
presents: The Ignatius Press Catholic Book and Film Fair. 
We will be offering DVDs, books, and other Catholic items 
from Ignatius Press.  Many items will be available for  
purchase. Most items on display will be listed in The Ignatius 
Press Catholic Book and Film Fair catalog.  Ignatius Press 
catalogs will be available for ordering additional items.  
Proceeds will benefit the Youth attending NCYC in Kansas 
City.  Don't miss this opportunity to do some shopping for 
thought-provoking Catholic materials!  For more info  contact: 
Kathy Hamilton, 625-2092, khamilton2@stny.rr.com 
 

Catholic Book and Film Fair Church Site Schedule  
 

St. Margaret Mary  September 13 and September 20 
St. Patrick    September 26/27 and October 3/4 
St. John     October 11 and October 18 
St. James    October 24/25 and October 31/Nov.1 

mailto:khamilton2@stny.rr.com
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Church Name:  Blessed Trinity/St. Patrick Parish 
 
City, State:   Owego, NY 
 
File Name:   06-0156 
 
Phone:     607- 687-1068 
 
Contact:    Lisa Salamida 
 
Comments:  Please send 900 bulletins to Blessed Trinity/St. Patrick Parish 
                     300 Main Street, Owego, NY  13827.   


