
   

ñTogether we will build an atmosphere of faith in which the fruit  
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  On December 20th 2007, my óguardian angelsô Jim 
and Virginia Raftis took me to a friendly basketball game 
between Binghamton University and St. Bonaventure  
University.  It was exceedingly exciting from how both teams 
played and the wonderful support from the fans of both 
sides.  It was evidently observable from the shouts,  
applause, exchanges, conversations, commentaries, etc, 
that every single spectator was fully, consciously, and  
actively present.  The participation was total.  At one point, I 
was surprised by the tumultuous response to the D.Jôs  
command, ñEverybody clap your hands!ò  I wish you could 
have all been there to witness it.  The stadium rocked with 
spontaneous shouts and clapping from all:--male and  
female; young and old; feeble and strong.  It was Fantastic!! 
  Suddenly, something dawned on me and I asked 
myself, ñAre we not the same people who are at Mass on 
Sundays?  Why do we not expressively show our presence 
at Mass in the way we sing, respond to prayers, and  
participate during our liturgies?ò  Not even our young people 
seem as enthusiastic as the event described above.   
  In short, why do we not respond to the call of  
Vatican II in The Constitution of the Sacred Liturgy 
(Sacrosanctum Concilium) which states: ñMother Church 
earnestly desires that all the faithful should be led to that 
full, conscious and active participation in liturgical  
celebrations: which is demanded by the very nature of the 
liturgy and to which the Christian peopleéhave a right and 
obligation by reason of their baptisméò SC 14.  
  The three-fold participation, ñfull, conscious, and 
activeò can be explained as follows: 

By full we mean the faithful playing their various roles, 
e.g. as readers, ushers, presenting gifts, altar boys and 
girls, etc. 
By conscious we mean being attentive and focused, 
aware of where we are and what we are doing. 
By active we mean responding to prayers, music, 
proper gestures, etc. 

  Unfortunately, at some liturgies, people supposed to 
play certain roles donôt show up and donôt arrange for others 
to replace them.  In that case, other people are literally 
begged to volunteer to take up their roles.  Those who are 
aware of their duties often show up at the last minute,  
creating needless tension of wondering if they will show up 
at all. 
 
   

  When we attend Mass, this is our opportunity to 
worship communally, and so when we spend time on our 
own private devotions, like saying the Rosary or reading 
from a prayer book, this does not enhance our celebration 
as a community.  Likewise, reading the bulletin during the 
Mass is another way we distract ourselves from our  
communal worship.  When we gather, let us resist anything 
that distracts us, or the person sitting next to us, so as to 
promote our conscious participation in our celebrations.     
  In the spirit of Vatican II, the choir, large or small, is 
not to sing for the congregation, but with the congregation.  
In fact, it is to begin or intone the songs and the assembly 
joins in so powerfully, so as to even overshadow their 
voices.  Unless the choir has prepared a special song, it is 
not one group singing and another listening and enjoying, 
but the assembly sings together.  A similar thing can be said 
about responses during Mass.  The celebrant is not to take 
over the part of the faithful by responding to his own prayers.  
Thus, he is to say the prayers powerfully and audibly  
enough for the congregation to hear and then the  
congregation should respond accordingly.  Singing  
cheerfully and enthusiastically and responding energetically 
to the prayers are effective signs of being active participants.   
  Again, Vatican II says, ñIn the restoration and  
promotion of the sacred liturgy, the full and active  
participation by all the people is the aim to be considered 
before all else, for it is the primary and indispensible source 
from which the faithful are to derive the true Christian spirit.  
Therefore, in all their apostolic activity, pastors of souls 
should energetically set about achieving it through the  
requisite pedagogy.ò SC 14.   It is in this light that I am  
sharing this with you so that together we can joyfully worship 
the Lord.  
   Psalm 103:1 says, ñBless the Lord, O my soul and 
all that is within me bless His holy name.ò  As we come to 
bless the Lord at Mass, let all that is within usðbrain, heart, 
kidney, liver, lungs, intestines, nerves, blood, etc, vibrate, 
shout with joy in the presence of the Lord.  This is a public 
way to ñlove the Lord with all our hearts, and with all our 
souls, and with all our minds, and with all our strengths.ò  
Mk 12:30.   
  Shall we all, beginning this new liturgical season,  
the year of St. Luke, the Gospel of Praise and of the Spirit, 
make the Spirit alive in our liturgical celebrations. 

Fr. Afoakwah 
Parochial Vicar 

BRINGING MORE LIFE INTO OUR SUNDAY LITURGIES 
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Tuesday   Elizabeth of Hungary, religious 

 

Monday   

15 

Sunday   Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

22 

7:00 a.m. St. Margaret Mary + For all the Faithfully Departed 
8:30 a.m. St. James   Morning Prayer with Communion 
12 noon St. Patrick   + Mark Lepkowski 
         - Mom & Dad 
     
        

       

5:00 p.m. St. James  + John ñJackò Kingston 
         - Bridget Sullivan 
5:00 p.m. St. Patrick  + For the intentions of Helen & Kostonty  
         (Ted) Andrewsô 66th Wedding Anniversary 
          - Children 

8:30 a.m.  St. James   + Charlie Maloney 
         - Family 
9:00 a.m. St. John         Morning Prayer with Communion 
   

 

 

30 Sunday  

 

15 Sunday  

8:00 a.m. Pancake BreakfastðSt. Patrick Hall 
12:15 p.m. Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group Church TourðGaskill Road, Owego 
3:00 p.m. Sr. High Youth GroupðSt. Margaret Maryôs Hall 
6:00 p.m. Jr. High Youth GroupðSt. Margaret Maryôs Hall 
 

16 Monday  

 

17 Tuesday  

11:00 a.m. Motherôs Prayer GroupðSt. Patrickôs McAuley 
5:00 p.m. Weight WatchersðSt. James Hall 
6:30 p.m. First Reconciliation Meeting # 3ðSt. Johnôs Hall 
7:00 p.m. Stephen MinistryðSt. James Rectory 
 

18 Wednesday  

6:00 p.m. Kindness Counts KitchenðFree MealðSt. Johnôs Hall 
6:00 p.m. TOPSðSt. Margaret Mary Classroom 
6:00 p.m. Journey Bible StudyðSt. Margaret Mary Classroom 
7:00 p.m. Music MinistryðSt. Margaret Maryôs Music Room 
 

19 Thursday  

8:00 a.m. Prayer GroupðSt. Margaret Mary Hall 
4:00 p.m. Free MealðSt. James Hall 
6:00 p.m. Oxfam Soup SupperðSt. Johnôs Hall 
7:00 p.m. Choir RehearsalðSt. James Church 
 

20 Friday  

 

21 Saturday  

10:30 a.m. ReconciliationðSt. Margaret Maryôs Church 
3:00 p.m. Advent Workshop PreparationsðSt. Johnôs Hall 
6:00 p.m. Bake Sale & Turkey RaffleðSt. James Hall 
 

22 Sunday  

10:00 a.m. Bake Sale & Turkey RaffleðSt. James Hall 
10:15 a.m. Jr. High Youth GroupðSt. Patrick Hall 
11:45 a.m. Coffee Hour-Happy 80th Birthday Fred Jaros - St. Margaret Maryôs  
6:00 p.m. Jr. High Youth GroupðSt. James Hall 
7:00 p.m. Community Thanksgiving ServiceðCampville Methodist Church 
7:00 p.m. Community Thanksgiving ServiceðOwego Baptist Church 
7:00 p.m. Community Thanksgiving ServiceðNewark Valley Congregational Church 

 

7:00 a.m. St. John   + For the poor & needy of our community 
10:15 a.m. Elderwood   + Crestina Mastrantuono 
        - Liz Alamo 
       
       

Friday    

Thursday   

Sunday   Our Lord Jesus Christ the King 

9:00 a.m. St. Patrick    + Joan Kenderish 
         - Kelley & Craig Peron 
9:00 a.m. St. James   + Richard J. Hogan, Sr. 
         - Marilyn Baker 
10:45 a.m. St. Margaret Mary + Harry Stoke 
         - Billie Lou & Fred Fischer 
11:15 a.m. St. John   + Chet Judski 
         - Mary, Jim, Jeannie & Tim 
5:00 p.m. St. Margaret Mary + For the People 

Saturday  Vigil: Our Lord Jesus Christ the King 

7:00 a.m. St. Margaret Mary + William Barno 
         - Madeline Barno 
8:30 a.m. St. James   Morning Prayer with Communion  
12 noon St. Patrick   + For the intentions of Betsy 
         - Mom & Dad       

8:30 a.m. St. James   Morning Prayer with Communion 
10:30 a.m. Riverview   + The Grandeo & Cush Families 
           

       

Readings for the week of November 15  

Sunday:   Dn 12:1-3/Heb 10:11-14, 18/Mk 13:24-32 
Monday:   1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63/Lk 18:35-43 
Tuesday:  2 Mc 6:18-31/Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday:  2 Mc 7:1, 20-31/Lk 19:11-28 
Thursday:  1 Mc 2:15-29/Lk 19:41-44 
Friday:   1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59/Lk 19:45-48 
Saturday:  1 Mc 6:1-13/Lk 20:27-40 
Next Sunday: Dn 7:13-14/Rv 1:5-8/Jn 18:33b-37 

9:00 a.m. St. Patrick   + Adrienne Galvagni 
         - Sally & Joanne 
9:00 a.m. St. James   + John Galiczewski 
         - Adele Galiczewski 
10:45 a.m. St. Margaret Mary + Alberta Bennett 
         - Billie Lou & Fred Fischer 
11:15 a.m. St. John   + Patricia J. Shay 
         - Tom & Carol Emnett 
5:00 p.m. St. Margaret Mary + For the People    

Wednesday   

 

5:00 p.m. St. James   + Carol Akins 
           - The Terwilliger Family 
5:00 p.m. St. Patrick   + Mary Dowling 
          -  Joe Matrisciano  

Saturday  Vigil: Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

14 
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   St. James - Saturday 4:00 - 4:45 p.m.    
   St. John - First Saturday 10:30 -11:00 a.m.  
   St. Margaret Mary - Third Saturday 10:30 - 11:00 am 
   St. Patrick - Saturday 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

Baptisms  

 Baptismal preparation is offered and required 
for parents of children to be baptized in our 
churches.  Please contact the church office for an 
initial interview and baptismal preparation. 
 

  

Reconciliation  

This sacrament celebrating Godôs forgiveness is 
available by appointment (contact a priest) or at the 
following scheduled times. 

Hospital/Nursing Home Visits  

Please notify the church office if you or a family 
member will be hospitalized and would like the 
Sacrament of the Sick or a staff member to visit. 

Holy Communion at Home  

Please call the church office if you wish to bring 
Holy Communion to a sick friend or family member 
or to arrange a visit by one of our Communion 
Ministers.        

Anointing of the Sick  

Ths Sacrament of strength and healing is available 
upon request for those who are sick or elderly.   
Please contact the church office.  

Marriage  

Couples should contact a Priest or 
Deacon to begin their preparation for 
marriage at least six months before 
any anticipated wedding. 
Banns:  
I James Paul and Sherri DeFinis  
  St. James Church  
 

 

Memorial Candles/Gift s  
Memorial donations are accepted for the Sanctuary 
lamp that burns before the Blessed Sacrament and 
the Bread and Wine used in our Eucharistic 
celebrations.  Please contact the church office. 

Sanctuary Lamp:  
 

For Special Intentions ðSt. Patrick  
For Special Intentions ðSt. James  

For the Recovery of Laurie Strasser ð 
St. Johnôs 

 

Raina Albro 
Edna Babcock 
Terry Bale 
George Barden 
Helen Bavisotto 
Kim Bendus 
Jacob Bensley 
Terry Berge 
Art Bonning 
Tony Calandra 
Marge Callahan 
Rita Clarke 
Bill Cyganovich 
Trish DeSocio 
James Dubinsky 
Jason Durand 
Donna Fitzgerald 

Helen Fitzgerald 
Carol Franz 
Michael Gillio 
Monica Goodrich 
Peg Gorman 
Janet Harris 
Julie Harris 
Doreen Hayes 
Laurie Joyce 
Isla Landon 
Rita Lupold 
Phyllis Martin 
Robert McNamara, Sr. 
Mark Meassick 
Dolores Mint 
Cindi Mize 
Juan Montoya 

Johanna Moore 
Jerry Mosier 
John Mushock 
Mike Myers 
Mike Natishak, Jr. 
Antoinette Nemchick  
John Nepsha 
Russ Nicosia 
Nancy Morgan Nuss 
Debbie Oven 
Dominic Pietrosimone 
Andrea Raver 
Paul Reitz 
Harry Scaleson 
Megan Sinan 
Tosha Sisler 
Mike Slavetskas 

Kate Smith 
Nick Spawn 
Marian Spellane 
Jerry Stahl 
Leona Stinard 
Laurie Strasser 
Angela Swagler 
Jack Terwilliger 
Kathy Tilley 
Mary Tully 
Fr. Tom Watts 
Ellen Wiles 
Stanley Wysoski 

Central Office 
300 Main Street, Owego, NY 13827 
(607) 687-1068 
Fax 687-8122 
M-Th 8:00-4:00, F 8:00 - 12 noon 
Email:  blessedtrinity@dor.org 

Website:  
Http:// www.blessed-trinity-parish.org 
 
Waverly Office 
503 Clark Street, Waverly, NY  
(607) 565-2014 
M & W 8:30 - 12:30, T 10:00 - 12 noon 
 
Apalachin Office 
1110 Pennsylvania Avenue, Apalachin, NY  
(607) 625-3191 
T & Th 9:00 -1:00 
 
St. Patrick School 
309 Front Street, Owego, NY  13827 
Paula Smith, Principal 
(607) 687-1770 
Website:  www.stpatrickowego.org 
Email:  stpatricks@stny.rr.com 
 
St. Patrick Cemetery 
Dick Winston, (607) 689-0909 (H) 
 
St. James Cemetery 
Sharon Lovell, (607) 565-9967 (H) 
 

Rev. William Moorby, Pastor 
Rev. John Yaw Afoakwah, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Thomas Watts, Pastor Emeriitus 
(607) 687-1068 
 

Ellen Keough, Pastoral AssociateðSt. Patrick  
(607) 687-1068 
ekeogh@dor.org 
 

Ann Argetsinger, Pastoral AssociateðSt. Margaret Mary  
(607) 687-1068 
aargetsinger@dor.org 
 

Hall Moore, Pastoral MinisterðSt. James  
(607) 565-2014, (570) 888-1575 (H) 
hmoore@dor.org 
 

Deacon Mike Donovan, Pastoral AssociateðSt. John 
(607) 687-1068 
mdonovan@dor.org 
 

Cathy Wunder, Director of Faith Formation 
(607) 687-1068 
cwunder@dor.org 
 

Matthew DiLallo, Business Manager 
(607) 687-1068 
mdilallo@dor.org 
 
In case of Pastoral Emergency call the pager  
number at 1-800-388-4117.  Dial in your number  
including your area code and we will return your call. 

"Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they  

protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform   

for us in our time of need. Amen."   

 

Lawrence Alger  

Robert Bergmann  

Brett Creeley  

Liam Gilroy   

C. J. Harrington  

John Harrington  

Matthew Harrington   

Rudy Kotsubka 

Adam Lasater  

Michael Mallins  

Patricia Mallins  

Alexander Pannone 

Jason Stoke  

Daniel Strom  

Fr. Patrick Van Durme  

Colin Wilson 
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Coats Wanted  

 St. Margaret Maryôs Youth Groups will be  
collecting clean useable coats for those in need 
through November 22

nd
.  They can be left on the table at St. 

Margaret Maryôs Church. Other drop offs are the Apalachin 
Library during regular hours, Johnsonôs Pools & Spas and 
Figures (Sweenyôs Plaza).  Thank you. 

Hands of Christ Award 2010  

 The ñHands of Christò is a recognition program 
sponsored by the Department of Evangelization 
and Catechesis of the Diocese of Rochester. 
Listed below is the nomination criteria: 

Nomination Criteria: 

Has consistently demonstrated a Christian attitude in word and example 

Has been actively involved in the parish as well as their school & community 

Has been a positive role model to their peers, younger children and adults 

Is a practicing Roman Catholic in a parish in the Diocese of Rochester-        

   attends Mass regularly  

Is currently a high school senior 

 While we realize there are many deserving seniors  
unfortunately, we may not be aware of all the wonderful 
things our seniors do for the parish and community. Now  
is time to nominate the seniors from our local high schools  
for this prestigious award.  Parents, guardians, and  
parishioners can nominate deserving seniors by following 
the nomination criteria above.  Please call any of the Senior 
High Youth Ministers, our Youth Minister Coordinator-Kathy 
Hamilton or Cathy Wunder at 687-1068. The deadline is 
December 15. There will be no extensions to this deadline 
and the awardees will be recognized in March 2010.    

                   St. Valõs Club 
      Week 27 Winners  

        $40  ~ Clara Needham!  

                 $20  ~  Martha Donovan!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

             CONGRATULATIONS!  

St. Patrick School 2010 Lottery Calendars  

 St. Patrick School Calendars will be on sale 
on November 22nd after the 9 am Mass at  
St. Patrickôs and after the10:45 am Mass at  
St. Margaret Maryôs.  Pick your lucky 4 digit 
number!  Great Christmas Gift Idea!  Or  
purchase your 2010 Lottery Calendar anytime 
by calling the school office at 687-1770.  
   

 Congratulations Chip Luszczek , Berkshire, NY!  He was 
our November 1

st
 early bird winner for the 2010 Lottery  

Calendars.  

Youth Ministry Fruit Basket Project  

 The Senior High and Junior High School 
students will be making fruit baskets for 
Christmas.  The youth will be selling three 
size baskets for: $10.00, $12.50, and $20.00. 
You may want to buy one for yourself or your 
family, or one to give as a gift for that hard to 

buy for person.  You may also wish to donate a basket.  
Donated baskets will be delivered to people in our parishes 
who are in hospitals, needy, or housebound.  A donated 
basket would be a beautiful way to tell the sick, needy and 
housebound that the parish community cares for them.  
Orders will be taken for the Fruit Baskets in advance.  All 
orders must be received by 12/14.   For your convenience, 
Youth will be available after weekend masses on December 
5/6 and 12/13 to take orders. 
 This project will also raise money for our youth.  The 
money raised will be used to help pay for the youth  
participating in the National Catholic Youth Conference  
and Youth Diocesan Retreats. 
 The pick-up dates for orders will be after all the Masses 
on the weekend of December 19/20. Please consider  
supporting this worthwhile project, it benefits so many  
people of all ages. 

Takinõ It to the Track!  DrawDown ô10 
 

FRIDAY, APRIL 16, 2010  
Tioga Downs 

$100  
Dinner Buffet for 2  

$10 Free Play  
 

 Early Bird drawings! 

Friday, December 18  -  $250 
January 15, February 19 & March19: 

Winners Choice! 
$100 or a FREE ticket! 

Ticket must be PAID IN FULL to be eligible for Early Birds 

Pay-As-You-Go Option 

22 weeks  -  $4.54 per week  

5 Months  -  $20.00 per month  

Thank You from St. James  

 Thank you to all who helped with  
set-up, sales and clean-up for our annual 
rummage sale.  A total of $482.50 was 
raised which will be used to fund our 

Christmas Basket project.   
 

 Also, thank you to all who purchased Schwan's products 
last weekend.  Our sales were over $2000 so we will be  
receiving 20% of the total.  The proceeds will be put towards 
our Stained Glass Renovations.   
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Tioga County Rural Ministry  

143 North Avenue, Owego, NY ~ 687 -3021     

 Our pantry needs: dry milk, large diapers, baby food, 

baby formula, mac & cheese, ketchup, paper towels, laundry 

soap, pasta & jelly.     

òKindness Countsó Kitchen 
Free Community Dinner  

St. Johnõs Hall 

 Wednesday, November 18, 6:00pm  
Please contact JeJe @ the McAuley 687 -1068 

or jfitzgerald@dor.org for more information.  

Project Neighbor  

Newark Valley Food Pantry  

 Our pantry needs:  coffee, tea, hot chocolate and cereal.   
 Residents in the 13811 zip code can sign up for holiday  
baskets by calling 642-8102 or 642-8287.  Thank you for 
your continuing support. 
 Christmas Baskets   order by 12/12     pickup  12/19 
 

Giving Trees  

 The Giving Trees are up at St. Patrickôs and  
St. Margaret Maryôs.  Remove a card from the 
tree, keep the large portion and attach it your 
wrapped gift and return it to the church, McAuley 
Center or TCRM by December 6th.  Leave the small white 
tag with your name and phone number on the table in the 
church.  To adopt a family call Sister Phyllis at TCRM -  
687-3021.  Jelly, nuts, candy, towels, etc. are appreciated  
for shut in seniors. Mittens, scarves and hats are also  
appreciated. Blessings to all.  

Thanksgiving Dinner  

Donôt be alone this Thanksgiving! 

Thursday, November 26  
11:30 am - 2:00 pm  

North Waverly Chapel  
Route 34, Waverly  ~  565-9342 

Free! ~ All are welcome! ~ Bring the whole Family! 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner  

 

Thursday, November 26  
1 pm - 3 pm 

First Congregational United Church of Christ  
32 S Main St., Newark Valley  

 

Delivery or Eat-In 
Reservations - 687-1068 or 642-5520 

The dinner is provided by the Churches of Newark Valleyð  
St. Johnôs Church, First United Methodist Church, and the 

First Congregational Church 

Oxfam Soup Supper  

 Oxfam America is an international relief and  
development organization that creates lasting  
solutions to poverty, hunger and injustices.  They 
work with individuals, and local groups, to save lives, 
help people overcome poverty, and fight for social 

justice.  Want to know more?  Go to ww.oxfamamerica.org. 
    On Thursday, November 19th, at 6 pm , we will hold our 
annual soup supper at St. John's to support Oxfam.  We  
encourage you to fast in some way during the day.  If you  
are unable to attend, you may make a contribution in an  
envelope marked 'Oxfam' and place it in the collection.  

Community Thanksgiving Services  

         Sunday, November 22   
 

 7 pm Campville  United Methodist Church 
   Campville Road, Endicott 
 

 7 pm First Baptist Church 
   228 Main Street, Owego 
 

 7 pm  First Congregational United Church of Christ 
   32 S. Main St., Newark Valley 
 

 Invite a friend and please bring a canned or dry food item 
for the offering. 

Food Collection & Angel Tree  

 Saint James will once again be putting together 
our Christmas baskets for the needy and shut-ins. 
We will begin collecting food the weekend of  
November 21/22. The Angel Tree will be up by  

November 28/29. This is a long standing tradition kept alive 
by our generous parishioners. Questions, contact Debbie 
Kennedy at 607-565-7499, or 607-565-8720. 

Thanksgiving Masses  

Wednesday, 11/25   7 pm  St. James  
Thursday, 11/26   9 am  St. Patrick 

 Please bring a canned or dry food item to be donated  
to our local food pantries. 

Advent Program on Immigration Issues  

Wednesday, December 9  
 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM  

St. Patrick's Church Hall (Owego)   
 

 Sister Janet Korn, Parish Support Ministry staff of the  
Diocese of Rochester,  will address the causes and  
complexities of global immigration and the local reality of 
farmers and farm workers in our Diocese.  Together we will 
look at Catholic Social Teaching and traditions of our faith,  
as well as the reasons why the U.S. Catholic Church  
supports comprehensive immigration reform.     
 Comprehensive immigration reform is the Diocese of 
Rochester Public Policy advocacy priority for Diocesan-wide 
Public Policy Weekend in parishes in February 2010.    
Program is sponsored by Blessed Trinity/St. Patrick Parish 
Social Justice and Adult Faith Formation Ministries, and 
Catholic Charities.  

http://www.portal.4lpi.com/html/expandedView.php?id=12422&offset=7&week=

