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Is the Lord in Your Midst??
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near, joy to the world! Everyone has lots to do, hustle, and bugtleeparing and getting ready for
Christmas. Perhaps not so for those families who have lost a loved one this year, or who have
someone ill in the hospital.

The readings this weekend (and the dates) pulled me back to two past Christmas seasons. Firs
was Christmas 1990. December 13 that year | watched an ambulance pull out of the parking lot of
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thought my heart would break watching it leave. Mom had heart surgery on the December 19, and
for the next six weeks the two huge trees in the lobby of the hospital, with twinkling white lights
and white paper dove ornaments were the reminder that it was Christmas. The second experience
was only a few years later. | sat with my brother and young nieces in a St. Louis cemetery as we
buried my 46 year old sistén-law, Carla, on December 23, after a ty@ar battle with a brain
tumor.

Was the Lord nearPbsolutelyci KS [ 2NR g1 & ySINE Ay 2dzNJ YAF
however. | was an absent Catholic for many years. | started my journey back to my Catholic roots
after experiencing their deaths. In reflection | see without a doubt the last months with Mom as a
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special gift of time God gave us that Christmas. Mom and | had some of the best conversations
ever. Mysisteinf 4 ¢l & OFNBR F2NJ i K2YS Ay G(G(KS YAR
While Jewish, Carla loved Christmas, and even as death approached the traditional Menorah was
present as was the big (I mean big) Christmas tree in the family room. Christmas Day my niece,
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three no doubt, rock solid beliefs: each life is a gift and God rejoices in our daily life. A life lived
well and a life shared to benefit others is a gift back to God, again God rejoices. Last and not least
we may abandon God, but God never abandons us. | found the Lord in the midst of darkness and
sadness. | rejoiced and so did God.

Prepare for the joy of Christmas by taking some time away from the hustle and bustle of earthly
things and look up. Take time to seek the Lord in prayer, give of yourself to others and grow in
faith. Come and bring a friend to Mass. Come learn more about the wonderful Sacrament of
Reconciliation by attending one of the upcoming evening presentations on Reconciliation, and ther
receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation that evening.

Let us pray for each other this Christmas. In joy or sorrow, let us trust that the Lord is in our

midst and let us rejoice together!

Ann Argetsinger
Pastoral Associate




Mass and Morning Prayer Schedule Weekly Calendar

Saturday  Vigil: Third Sunday of Advent .
. / Readings for the week of December 13
l 2 5:00 p.m. St. James + Stepheln & Alice Sabin Sunday' Zep 3:148a/Phil 4%/Lk 3:108
- Family . . d .
5:00 p.m. St. Patrick + Mary Dowling Monday: Nm 24:Z, 1517a/Mt 21:237
- Joe Matrisciano Tuesday: Zep 32, 913/Mt 21:282
Wednesday: Is 45:6{8, 18, 2125/Lk 7:18p3
. Thursday: Gn 49:2,-80/Mt 117
Sunday Third Sunday of Advent Friday: Jer 23:B/Mt 1:185
9:00 a.m. St. Patrick + Katherine T. Hubbs Saturday: Jgs 137, 2425a/Lk 1:85
13 - Helen Gilleran _ Next Sunday: Mi 5:4a/Heb 10:80/Lk 1:385
9:00 a.m. St. James + Angelo & Domenico Gregorio
- Crescenza Gregorio 13 S d
10:45 a.m. St. Margaret Mary  + Ambrosia Nacion un ay
s <t 0 -CDon}_ingoDJigWenez&Family 10: 00 a. m. Chi bstrPatritloGhurdbhoi r Rehear s
. a.m. ..Jonn + Caroline DeSocio . H
~The Durand Family 10:00 a.m. Jr. H!gh Youth Grﬁtm]ames Hall
5:00 p.m. St. Margaret Mary ~ + For the People 10:15 a.m. Jr. High Youth @rgtPatrick Hall
11:45 a.m. Coffee Hour with &&nta. Margaret Maryds Ha
Monday John of the Cross, priest & doctor 1:00 p.m. Ladies Christma8 $ealames Hall i
830 am. St James + Rita Frankiin 6:00 p.m. Jr. High Youth Gr8up . Margaret Maryds Hal
1 e - Sue Maloney & Johanna Moore 6:00 p.m. Present_a_tio_n on th(~e_ Sacrament of Recd&tilizdimes Hall
9:00 a.m. St. John + The Grandeo & Cush Families 7:00 p.m. Reconciliation Serfi&. James Church
7:00 p.m. Christmas Cadtiwark Valley Methodist Church
14 Monday
Tuesda
Y o 6:00 p.m. Presentation on the Sacrament of Redd&ciliationJ o hnés Ha |
15 7:00 a.m. St. Margaret Mary + For the |ntent|9ns of Ed & Ellen 7:00 p.m. Reconciliation Serfi&t . Johnos Church
Keoughodés 25th wedding anniversary
8:30 a.m. St. James Morning Prayer with Communion
12 noon St. Patrick + Bill Raftis 15 Tuesday
-Jim & Virginia Raftis 11: 00 a.m. MotSher PatPi akdrs GIcAwp ey
3:00 p.m. Making Fruit Badl&itsPatrick Hall
Wednesday 5:00 p.m. Weight Watadh&ts James Hall
6:00 p.m. Presentation on the Sacrament of Read&ctliationMar gar et |
7:00 a.m. St. John + For the poor & needy of our community . iliati Gii &
16 10:15 a.m. Elderwood + The Grandeo & Cush Families 7:00 p.m. Reconciliation Serdicet . Margar et Maryos Ch

7:00 p.m. Chilobntrendo h@ldsi ChRelktdar s al
7:00 p.m. Stephen Mirdsity James Rectory

Thursda 16 Wednesday
y 6:00 p.m. Kindness Counts Kit¢hee MedlSt . Johnoés Hal l
7:00 a.m. St. Margaret Mary + Fortunato Di_Renno_ 6:00 p.m. TOBSLt. Margaret Mary Classroom
17 630 am. St James I_\Ag;ﬁiE;%?Z;&Fv?mléommunion 6:00 p.m. Journey Bible St6dyMargaret Mary Classroom
12 noon St. Patrick + James Howley 7:00 p.m. Music MingsByt . Mar gar et Maryodés Music
- Helen Marie & Jerry Byron 17 Th d
ursday
Friday 8:00 a.m. Morning Pr&y®t . Mar garet Maryods Hall
8:30 am. St James + Michael Caporiccio 10:30 a.m. Reconciliation Seriti&. Patrick Church
18 e - Mr. & Mrs. S, Noterfonzo 4:00 p.m. Free Miest. James Hall
10:30 a.m. Riverview + The Grandeo & Cush Families 6:30 p.m. St. Patrick School Christmasd®ndeatrick Church
7:00 p.m. Choir Rehedérsal James Church
. 18 Friday
Saturday  Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Advent 3:00 p.m. Making Fruit Badl@stsPatrick Hall
5:00 p.m. St. James + Joseph & Ann Patterson 6:00 p.m. Jr. High Youth @GrétpJames Hall
- Family
19 5:00 p.m. St. Patrick + Bob Wolcott 19 Saturday
- Family 9:00 a.m. Making Fruit Basl&stsPatrick Hall
Sunday  Fourth Sunday of Advent 9:00 a.m. Adefp~amily Drop G5f§t . Johnés Hal |
. 9:00 a.m. Delivery of Christmas BaSkeiames Hall
20 9:00 a.m. St. Patrick + Dorothy & Leo Murphy 10:30 a.m. Reconcili@ist . Mar gar et Maryds Chur cl
- Pat & Jeremiah
9:00 a.m. St. James + Dominic & Maria Alamo 20 Sunday
- Liz Alamo
10:45 a.m. St. Margaret Mary  + Lucille Stoke 9:00 a.m. Adepamily DeliveréeS t . Johnoés Hall
1115 . St Jorm +FL0°rr[f]‘fe”§§ég:<: 10:00 a.m. Church DecogigPatrick Church
5:00 p.m. St. Margaret Mary ~ + Joseph Quartararo 10:00 a.m. Jr. High Youth @r6bprch Decoraingt. James Church
- Isabel 10:15 a.m. Jr. High Youth Grosp Patrick Hall

6:00 p.m. Presentation on the Sacrament of RecdtilRstick Hall
7:00 p.m. Reconciliation Serfi&. Patrick Church



Central Office

300 Main Street, Owego, NY 13827
(607) 681068

Fax 68B122

MTh 8:0@1:00, F 8:00L2 noon

Email: blessedtrinity@dor.org
Website:

Http:// www.blessednity-parish.org

Waverly Office
503 Clark Street, Waverly, NY

(607) 568014
M & W 8:3012:30, T 10:60.2 noon

Apalachin Office
1110 Pennsylvania Avenue, Apalachin, |

(607) 623191
T & Th 9:00:00

St. Patrick School

309 Front Street, Owego, NY 13827
Paula Smith, Principal

(607) 681770

Website: www.stpatrickowego.org
Email: stpatricks@stny.rr.com

St. Patrick Cemetery
Dick Winston, (607)-6809 (H)

St. James Cemetery
Sharon Lovell, (607)-9667 (H)

Rev. William Moorby, Pastor

Rev. John Yaw Afoakwah, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Thomas Watts, Pastor Emeriitus
(607) 6871068

Ellen Keough, Pastoral Assdcstdatrick
(607) 681068
ekeogh@dor.org

Ann Argetsinger, Pastoral Assb8at#argaret Mg
(607) 681068
aargetsinger@dor.org

Hall Moore, Pastoral MidiséerJames
(607) 562014, (570) 88575 (H)
hmoore@dor.org

Deacon Mike Donovan, Pastoral Ass&tiatehn
(607) 6871068
mdonovan@dor.org

Cathy Wunder, Director of Faith Formation
(607) 6871068
cwunder@dor.org

Matthew DilLallo, Business Manager
(607) 6871068
mdilallo@dor.org

In case of Pastoral Emergency call the pager
number at8003884117. Dial in your number

including your area code and we will return your ¢

Prayer Requests

Raina Albro Carol Franz
Edna Babcock Monica Goodrich
Terry Bale Peg Gorman
George Barden Janet Harris
Helen Bavisotto Julie Harris
Kim Bendus Doreen Hayes
Terry Berge Bob James
Art Bonning Laurie Joyce
Tony Calandra Eric Kern
Marge Callahan Isla Landon
Rita Clarke Rita Lupold
Bill Cyganovich Phyllis Martin

Tony Damiano
Trish DeSocio
James Dubinsky
Jason Durand
Helen Fitzgerald

Mark Meassick
Dolores Mint
Cindi Mize
Juan Montoya

Robert McNamara, Sr.Agnes Schlee

Johanna Moore Kate Smith
Jerry Mosier Nick Spawn
John Mushock Marian Spellane
Mike Myers Jerry Stahl

Leona Stinard
Laurie Strasser
Angela Swagler

Mike Natishak, Jr.
Antoinette Nemchick
John Nepsha

Russ Nicosia George Tassey

Nancy Morgan Nuss Jack Terwilliger

Debbie Oven Kathy Tilley

Andrea Rave Mary Tully

Harry Scaleson Fr. Tom Watts
Stanley Wysoski

Bill Shields

Megan Sinan

Tosha Sisler

Mike Slavetskas

Pray for our Troops

"Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they
protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform Marriage
for us in our time of need. Amen."

Lawrence Alger
Robert Bergmann
Brett Creeley

John Harrington
Matthew Harrington
Rudy Kotsubka

Alexander Pannone
Paul Stauder
Jason Stoke

Michael Gillio Adam Lasater Daniel Strom
Liam Gilroy Michael Mallins Fr. Patrick Van Durme
C. J. Harrington Patricia Mallins Colin Wilson

Reconciliation

This sacrament
available by appointment (contact a priest) or at the
following scheduled times.

St. JamesSaturday 4:0@:45p.m.

St. JohnFirst Saturday 10:30:00 a.m.

St. Margaret Maffhird Saturday 10:30:00 am
ry St. PatrickSaturday @0- 4:45p.m.

Anointing of the Sick

Ths Sacrament of strength and healing is available
upon request for those who are sick or elderly.
Please contact the church office.

Hospital/Nursing Home Visits

Please notify the church office if you or a family
member will be hospitalized and would like the
Sacrament of the Sick or a staff member to visit.

Holy Communion at Home

Please call the church office if you wish to bring
Holy Communion to a sick friend or family member
or to arrange a visit by one of our Communion
Ministers.

Memorial Candles/Gift S

Memorial donations are accepted for the Sanctuary

Iés.]mp that burns before the Blessed Sacrament and
L,' Bread and Wine used in our Eucharistic

celebrations. Please contact the church office.

Sanctuary Lamp:

Edna & Cecil Haner 8 St .
Bob Wolcott 6 St. Patrick
For Special Intentions & St. James
For the Recovery of Laurie Strasser 0
St. Margaret Mary

Johnos

Baptisms

Baptismal preparation is offered and required
for parents of children to be baptized in our
churches. Please contact the church office for an
initial interview and baptismal preparation.
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Couples should contact a Priest or Deacon to begin
their preparation for marriage at least six months
before any anticipated wedding.
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Week 31 Winners
$40 ~ Pat Komar!
$20 ~ Monica Kaminski!
CONGRATULATIONS!

Lottery Calendar Winner

Rick Powell of Berkshire w
December 1st Early Bird Winner. Congratulations Rick!
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Wednesday, December 16
St. Johnods
Free Meal -
All are invited! y,
Christmas Cantata

A combined choir of singers from the churches of the
Newar k Valley area wil!/| per f
cantata is scheduled for Sunday, December 13th at 7:00pm,
at the First United Methodist Church in Newark Valley. The
snow date is Monday, December 14th at 7:00pm.

Christmas Concert -
. . R

St. Patrick School Christmas Concert Q}M'ﬁ'} ﬁ

will be held on Thursday, December 17th /¢'

at 6:30 p.m. at St. Patrick Church. All are /,((5%?}‘ )ﬁ>
welcome! /\& /\ LA
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bb! MPACTO6 Retreat

A Catholic Retreat for everyone in high school who
wants to make a difference in the world!! IMPACT is a 2-day
retreat experience (January 9-10) for young people who want
to get away for a couple of days or who need some time to
find their place in the world today. A team of adults and
youth will help facilitate the retreat with various experiences
of prayer, games, small group
at the Notre Dame House in Canandaigua, NY._

a s RegidtrationFd@adlind iDecemberBesP | . OPRease see
your Senior High Youth Minster to sign up today. Registration
fee if only $30.00 and includes room, board, and materials.

Euitfatséi}a{r e
th Will irgfr it baskets for

Christmas. The youth will be selling three size

in Newar®k e\t}l;lskets for: $10.00, $12.50, and $20.00. You may

ant to buy one for yourself or your family, or one
to give as a gift for that hard to buy for person.
You may also wish to donate a basket.
Donated baskets will be delivered to people in our parishes
who are in hospitals, needy, or housebound. All orders must
be received by 12/14. The pick-up date for orders will be on
Decembey, 19/20. The m?ney raisgd will be used to heilhp ﬁaél
Rrth®yoliiidipatifig inGhe Nidtiondl BafhBlic Yout

Conference and Youth Diocesan Retreats.

Hands of Christ Award 2010

TheiHands @f i Ghnri stecogni/zct;?on
sponsored by the Department of Evangelization and
Catechesis of the Diocese of Rochester. To nominate
the seniors from our local high schools call any of the
Sr. High Youth Ministers, Kathy Hamilton or Cathy Wunder at
687-1068. The deadline is 12/15. There will be no extensions
and the awardees will be recognized in March 2010.

Taki

PayAs-You-Go Option
18 weeks
$5.55 per week

4 Months $100

Dr awDown

FRIDAY, APRIL 16, 2010

Dinner Buffet for 2
$10 Free Play

11:59 am ~ 12/18 ~ last chance to purchase & be eligible for the FIRST

Early Bird drawing! Friday, December 18$25O CaSh

Winner drawn at Noon

néd It _to
610 Good
L cl!

in the McAuley

Ticket must be paid in full to

be eligible for Early Bird. Quesii§&? 687

Q

p



Advent Reconciliation Services

Sunday, December 13 7:00 p.m. St. James
Monday, December 14 7:00 p.m. St. John
Tuesday, December 15  7:00 p.m. St. Margaret Mary
Thursday, December 17 10:30 a.m. St. Patrick
Sunday, December 20 7:00 p.m. St. Patrick

As part of the evening Advent Reconciliation Services,
there will be four presentations on the Sacrament of
Reconciliation . The sessions are scheduled at 6:00pm in
the church hall on:

Sunday, December 13 (St. James Mike Donovan, presenter)
Monday, December 14 (St. Joha-Warren Rutan, presenter)

Tuesday, December 15 (St. Margaret Margathy Wunder, presente
Sunday, December 20 (St. Patrick Ellen Keough, presenter)

The evening Reconciliation Services will
follow the presentation in the church. Give
yourself a gift this Advent -- learn more
about the Sacrament of Reconciliation and
its importance to Catholics, and participate

PEACE AND in an Advent Reconciliation Service.

RECONCILIATION

Mass Schedule
Christmas
Thursday, 12/24 4:00 p.m. St. James
4:00 p.m. St. Margaret Mary
4:30 p.m. St. Patrick
6:00 p.m. St. John
10:00 p.m. St. James
10:00 p.m. St. Patrick
11:00 p.m. St. Margaret Mary
Friday, 12/25 9:00 a.m. St. Patrick
9:00 a.m. St. James
11:15 a.m. St. John
r Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God
Thursday, 12/31 5:00 p.m. St. Patrick
Friday, 1/1 9:00 a.m. St. Patrick
9:00 a.m. St. James
10:45 a.m. St. Margaret Mary
11:15a.m. St. John

Join Us for the Next Book Club Session!

Greg Mortensen's book, Three Cups
of Tea , has been selected as the book
selection for the next Book Club
discussion. The book is available
through Amazon. Perhaps Santa will
bring it for Christmas if you let him know
soon!! A reviewer for Amazon has indicated Three Cups
of Tea as "A real life Indiana Jones and his remarkable
humanitarian campaign in the Taliban's backyard." Mark your
calendar for Tuesday, January 19 at 3:00pm and join us at
McAuley Center for a lively discussion. The date for the
Spring book discussion will be determined when the group
meets January 19. The book for Spring discussion has been
selected, however -- it will be Water for the Elephants by
Sara Gruen.

TRook ’C\u&

Look and Learn during Advent Season

During the Advent and Christmas season display boards
which share information about various parish committees
and groups will be circulating to sites. Please take a moment
before or after Mass to look over the displays. They are an
opportunity to learn more about the diverse Blessed Trinity/
St. Patrick activities, ministries and groups.

St Johndés Adopt A Fami

; St. John's Adopt a Family gifts can be brought to
I\';'G the hall on Saturday the 19th from 9 am to noon. All
-2 A .| gifts must be at the hall by 9 am on Sunday the 20"
,-| for delivery. We can always use volunteer drivers to
8| make the deliveries -- just come to the hall by 9 am

Longest Night

Come out, and join with us in sharing and
hearing prayers, scripture, and music that
acknowledge that God's presence is for those who
mourn, for those who struggle and that God's Word comes
to shine light into our darkness. Everyone is welcome. Our
short service on Monday, December 21st at 7 pm in
St . Patr i c kibl= follbivad bycatbrief time for light
refreshments and fellowship.
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Don't Forget  -- Unwrap God's Gifts to You!!

Over the holidays, as you are unwrapping special gifts
from loved ones, reflect on the treasures God has given you
as a beloved child to discover and unwrap. The gifts, given
for your benefit, are also entrusted to you by God's grace to
serve others. Unwrap and develop your special talents --
and remember the giver -- the Holy Spirit. Think about the
ways God might be encouraging you to use your gifts to
serve others.

St. Patrick Altar Server Training

If your child would like to be an altar server at
St. Patrick Church, please call the church office to let
us know. We will be doing trainings after school and (/|
in the evenings. Please let us know which sessions
you prefer:

After School Sessions: 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. on January 7 &
21. We will meet for an hour on both days to go over the
altar server responsibilities. Please plan to make both
session.

by Evening Sessions: 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. on January 14 & 28.
We will meet for an hour on both evenings to go over the
altar server responsibilities. Please plan to make both
session.

Your child must have received First Eucharist and be
mature enough to be focused through Mass. Please call if
you have any questions (687-1068).


http://www.portal.4lpi.com/html/expandedView.php?id=8901&offset=6&week=




