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 If you have not heard the news yet, Father Afoakwah was in an accident on Route 17 on Sunday.  
He suffered a broken leg and a cracked rib.  He underwent surgery on Sunday and had a rod  
inserted in his leg to help the break mend.  He is doing fine and is in good spirits.  Please keep him in 
your prayers. 
 

 As we celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Advent, Christmas is fast approaching. Every year at this 
time I am in awe of the spirit of giving and love that is revealed in so many beautiful ways during the 
Advent/Christmas season.  Your faith is so generously lived out during this holy season.  Your  
support of the giving trees, Adopt-a-Family Program, and your generous gifts of food, mittens, hats 
and scarves will help to make Christmas brighter for many families.  Over 120 fruit baskets were also 
donated to the sick, housebound, and needy bringing a little joy to many more of our brothers and 
sisters.  I thank all of you who have acted on your faith in such wonderful ways.  Thanks too to all 
who worked on the Advent Workshops, Breakfasts & Coffee hours with Santa that brought blessings 
and joy to our children.  Thanks to all who participated in the Christmas Tea at St. James that raised 
funds for a recent kidney recipient.  I would like to give a special thanks to Ann Woodard and the  
children of St. Patrick School for their cheerful voices at the Christmas Concert this past week. 
 

  A special thanks to the liturgy committees for helping to plan our Advent Reconciliation Services 
and our Christmas celebrations.  Thanks to all who donated to the Christmas flower fund and all 
those who helped to so beautifully decorate our churches.  Thanks in advance to all those who pro-
vided music and the many people who shared their voices to make the Christmas liturgies special.  
Thanks as well to the liturgical ministers who helped at the Christmas Masses.  Your ministries 
throughout the year help to make our liturgies a joyful expression of our faith.  
 

 There are only a few short days left before we begin the celebration of Our Saviorôs Birth.  My 
prayer for you is that the Holy Spirit may continue to grow in your hearts to bring the healing grace of 
Jesus upon you and your families.  Mary, the Mother of God, gave birth to Jesus through the power 
of the Holy Spirit, may the Spirit of God rest upon you to enable you to make Jesus present to others 
through your compassion, love, mercy, and effort to bring about justice and peace. 
 

 The Christmas season is a time when we gather as a faith community for many special  
celebrations.   The season begins with the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses, and  
continues next weekend on the Feast of the Holy Family.   Also, Masses will be celebrated New 
Yearôs Eve and New Yearôs Day for the Feast of Mary, Mother of God.  May we begin the New Year 
honoring Mary, the Mother of God and praying together for Peace in our world and Peace in our 
hearts. The following weekend, we celebrate Epiphany, and are reminded that we are called to bear 
the light of Christ to others.  On January 9/10 we will end the Christmas Season with the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord.  On that day we will be renewing our baptismal vows and asking you to dedicate 
yourself to ways of serving your faith community in ministry for the coming year.  Please be praying 
about how you can generously offer your gifts and talents in the ministries of the parish. 
 

 On behalf of the parish staff of Blessed Trinity and St. Patrick Parishes, I wish you all a Blessed 
Christmas.  I thank God for the privilege of serving such wonderful communities of faith.  
Merry Christmas.   
 

Godôs blessings and peace, 

Father Bill  
  

May the Blessings of the Christ Child be with you  
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4:00 p.m.  St. Margaret Mary + Catherine Miesch 
         - Family 
4:00 p.m. St. James   + Julia Corcoran 
         - Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kelly 
4:30 p.m. St. Patrick   + Ellen Wiles 
         - Paul Baron 
6:00 p.m. St. John    + For the People 
10:00 p.m. St. Patrick   + Richard Eschler 
         - Family  
10:00 p.m. James    + John Cocco 
         - Jean & Family  
11:00 p.m. St. Margaret Mary + Frank & Catherine Newfrock 
         - Pete & Mary Anne Premock   

       

5:00 p.m. St. James  + Joseph & Ann Patterson 
         - Family 
5:00 p.m. St. Patrick  + Bob Wolcott 
         - Family 

8:30 a.m.  St. James   + Mary McNamara 
         - Dan Leary 
9:00 a.m. St. John    Morning Prayer with Communion 

 

20 Sunday  

9:00 a.m. Adopt-A-Family DeliveriesðSt. Johnôs Hall 
10:00 a.m. Church DecoratingðSt. Patrick Church 
10:00 a.m. Jr. High Youth GroupðChurch DecoratingðSt. James Church 
10:15 a.m. Jr. High Youth Group ð St. Patrick Hall 
6:00 p.m. Presentation on the Sacrament of ReconciliationðSt. Patrick Hall 
7:00 p.m. Reconciliation ServiceñSt. Patrick Church 
 

21 Monday  

7:00 p.m. Longest Night Prayer ServiceðSt. Patrick Church  
 

22 Tuesday  

11:00 a.m. Motherôs Prayer GroupðSt. Patrickôs McAuley 
5:00 p.m. Weight WatchersðSt. James Hall 
7:00 p.m. Childrenôs Choir RehearsalðSt. Johnôs Church 
7:00 p.m. Childrenôs Choir RehearsalðSt. Patrick Church 
7:00 p.m. Regional LiturgyðSt. Patrickôs McAuley 
 

23 Wednesday  

6:00 p.m. TOPSðSt. Margaret Mary Classroom 
6:00 p.m. Journey Bible StudyðSt. Margaret Mary Classroom 
7:00 p.m. Music MinistryðSt. Margaret Maryôs Music Room 
7:00 p.m. Choir RehearsalðSt. Patrick Church 
7:00 p.m. Choir RehearsalðSt. James Church 
 

24 Thursday  

All Blessed Trinity/St. Patrick Parish Offices will be closed. 
 

25 Friday  

All Blessed Trinity/St. Patrick Parish Offices will be closed. 
 

26 Saturday  

 

27 Sunday  

 

7:00 a.m. St. John   + For the poor & needy of our community 
8:30 a.m. St. James  + Vito Picca 
        - Rita & Louis Tomasso 

Friday   Christmas 

Thursday Christmas Eve  

Sunday   Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

9:00 a.m. St. Patrick    + Bill Byron 
         - Mom & Dad 
9:00 a.m. St. James   + Giuseppe Iozza 
         - Theresa Sacco 
10:45 a.m. St. Margaret Mary + Agapito Jimenez 
         - Domingo Jimenez & Family 
11:15 a.m. St. John   + For the People 
5:00 p.m. St. Margaret Mary + James Perkins 
         - Mary Ellen & Paul Houle 

Saturday  Vigil: Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

7:00 a.m. St. Margaret Mary + The Grandeo & Cush Families 
8:30 a.m. St. James   Morning Prayer with Communion 
12 noon St. Patrick   + Thomas Cook & Catherine Cook 
         - Janet Cook & Family 

9:00 a.m. St. Patrick   + John Minni 
         - Paula Jennings 
9:00 a.m. St. James   + Ray & Skip Ayers 
         - Family 
11:15 a.m. St. John   + For the deceased members of the  
          Stuhlmiller & Kraus Families 
         - Bob & Emilie 

Readings for the week of December 20  

Sunday:   Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45 
Monday:   Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 1:39-45 
Tuesday:  1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56 
Wednesday:  Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66 
Thursday:  Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Lk 1:67-79 
Friday:   Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
    Midnight: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 
    Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 
    Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
Saturday:  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22 
Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-7, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or 
    1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52 

9:00 a.m. St. Patrick   + Dorothy & Leo Murphy 
         - Pat & Jeremiah 
9:00 a.m. St. James   + Dominic & Maria Alamo 
         - Liz Alamo 
10:45 a.m. St. Margaret Mary + Lucille Stoke 
         - Lorraine Stoke 
11:15 a.m. St. John   + For the People 
5:00 p.m. St. Margaret Mary + Joseph Quartararo 
         - Isabel    

Wednesday   

 

5:00 p.m. St. James   + Michael Sabin 
           - Family 
5:00 p.m. St. Patrick   + Jean Harnett 
          -  Mr. & Mrs. Charles Koral  

Saturday  Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Advent 
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   St. James - Saturday 4:00 - 4:45 p.m.    
   St. John - First Saturday 10:30 -11:00 a.m.  
   St. Margaret Mary - Third Saturday 10:30 - 11:00 am 
   St. Patrick - Saturday 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

Baptisms  

 Baptismal preparation is offered and required 
for parents of children to be baptized in our 
churches.  Please contact the church office for an 
initial interview and baptismal preparation. 
 

  

Reconciliation  

This sacrament celebrating Godôs forgiveness is 
available by appointment (contact a priest) or at the 
following scheduled times. 

Hospital/Nursing Home Visits  

Please notify the church office if you or a family 
member will be hospitalized and would like the 
Sacrament of the Sick or a staff member to visit. 

Holy Communion at Home  

Please call the church office if you wish to bring 
Holy Communion to a sick friend or family member 
or to arrange a visit by one of our Communion 
Ministers.        

Anointing of the Sick  

Ths Sacrament of strength and healing is available 
upon request for those who are sick or elderly.   
Please contact the church office.  

Marriage  

Couples should contact a Priest or Deacon to begin 
their preparation for marriage at least six months 
before any anticipated wedding. 
Banns:  
 

 

Memorial Candles/Gift s  
Memorial donations are accepted for the Sanctuary 
lamp that burns before the Blessed Sacrament and 
the Bread and Wine used in our Eucharistic 
celebrations.  Please contact the church office. 

Sanctuary Lamp:  
 

Edna & Cecil Haner ðSt. Johnôs 
Hazel HoganðSt. Patrick  

For the healing of Fr. Afoakwah ðSt. James  
For the Recovery of Laurie Strasser ð 

St. Margaret Mary  

Fr. John Yaw Afoakwah 
Raina Albro 
Edna Babcock 
Terry Bale 
George Barden 
Helen Bavisotto 
Kim Bendus 
Terry Berge 
Art Bonning 
Tony Calandra 
Marge Callahan 
Rita Clarke 
Bill Cyganovich 
Tony Damiano 
Trish DeSocio 
James Dubinsky 
Jason Durand 

Helen Fitzgerald 
Carol Franz 
Monica Goodrich 
Peg Gorman 
Janet Harris 
Julie Harris 
Doreen Hayes 
Bob James 
Laurie Joyce 
Eric Kern 
Isla Landon 
Rita Lupold 
Phyllis Martin 
Mark Meassick 
Dolores Mint 
Cindi Mize 
Juan Montoya 

Johanna Moore 
Jerry Mosier 
John Mushock 
Mike Myers 
Mike Natishak, Jr. 
Antoinette Nemchick  
John Nepsha 
Russ Nicosia 
Nancy Morgan Nuss 
Debbie Oven 
Andrea Rave 
Harry Scaleson 
Agnes Schlee 
Bill Shields 
Megan Sinan 
Tosha Sisler 
Mike Slavetskas 

Kate Smith 
Marian Spellane 
Jerry Stahl 
Leona Stinard 
Laurie Strasser 
Angela Swagler 
George Tassey 
Jack Terwilliger 
Kathy Tilley 
Mary Tully 
Fr. Tom Watts 
Stanley Wysoski 

Central Office 
300 Main Street, Owego, NY 13827 
(607) 687-1068 
Fax 687-8122 
M-Th 8:00-4:00, F 8:00 - 12 noon 
Email:  blessedtrinity@dor.org 

Website:  
Http:// www.blessed-trinity-parish.org 
 
Waverly Office 
503 Clark Street, Waverly, NY  
(607) 565-2014 
M & W 8:30 - 12:30, T 10:00 - 12 noon 
 
Apalachin Office 
1110 Pennsylvania Avenue, Apalachin, NY  
(607) 625-3191 
T & Th 9:00 -1:00 
 
St. Patrick School 
309 Front Street, Owego, NY  13827 
Paula Smith, Principal 
(607) 687-1770 
Website:  www.stpatrickowego.org 
Email:  stpatricks@stny.rr.com 
 
St. Patrick Cemetery 
Dick Winston, (607) 689-0909 (H) 
 
St. James Cemetery 
Sharon Lovell, (607) 565-9967 (H) 
 

Rev. William Moorby, Pastor 
Rev. John Yaw Afoakwah, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Thomas Watts, Pastor Emeriitus 
(607) 687-1068 
 

Ellen Keough, Pastoral AssociateðSt. Patrick  
(607) 687-1068 
ekeogh@dor.org 
 

Ann Argetsinger, Pastoral AssociateðSt. Margaret Mary  
(607) 687-1068 
aargetsinger@dor.org 
 

Hall Moore, Pastoral MinisterðSt. James  
(607) 565-2014, (570) 888-1575 (H) 
hmoore@dor.org 
 

Deacon Mike Donovan, Pastoral AssociateðSt. John 
(607) 687-1068 
mdonovan@dor.org 
 

Cathy Wunder, Director of Faith Formation 
(607) 687-1068 
cwunder@dor.org 
 

Matthew DiLallo, Business Manager 
(607) 687-1068 
mdilallo@dor.org 
 
In case of Pastoral Emergency call the pager  
number at 1-800-388-4117.  Dial in your number  
including your area code and we will return your call. 

"Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they  

protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform   

for us in our time of need. Amen."   

 

Lawrence Alger  

Robert Bergmann  

Brett Creeley  

Michael Gillio  

Liam Gilroy   

C. J. Harrington  

John Harrington  

Matthew Harrington   

Rudy Kotsubka 

Adam Lasater  

Michael Mallins  

Patricia Mallins  

Alexander Pannone 

Paul Stauder  

Jason Stoke  

Daniel Strom  

Fr. Patrick Van Durme  

Colin Wilson 
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          St. Valõs Club 
  Week 32 Winners  

$40  ~ Lucy Pignatelli!  

 $20  ~  Naomi Rupright!  
 

CONGRATULATIONS!  
 

Mark your calendar!  

St. Valõs 25th year Dinner Dance Celebration 

is Friday, February 5, 2010!  

 òIMPACTó Retreat  

 A Catholic Retreat  for everyone in high school who 
wants to make a difference in the world!!  IMPACT is a 2-day 
retreat experience (January 9-10) for young people who want 
to get away for a couple of days or who need some time to 
find their place in the world today.  A team of adults and 
youth will help facilitate the retreat with various experiences 
of prayer, games, small group sessions and ñcamp fire chatsò 
at the Notre Dame House in Canandaigua, NY.   
 Registration deadline is December 31st .  Please see 
your Senior High Youth Minster to sign up today. Registration 
fee if only $30.00 and includes room, board, and materials.   

St. Patrick Altar Server Training  

 If your child would like to be an altar server at St. 
Patrick Church, please call the church office to let us 
know. Please let us know which sessions you prefer: 
 

After School Sessions:  3:30 - 4:30 p.m. on January 7 & 
21. Please plan to make both sessions. 

 

Evening Sessions:  6:30 - 7:30 p.m. on January 14 & 28.   
Please plan to make both sessions. 

 

 Your child must have received First Eucharist and be  
mature enough to be focused through Mass.  Please call if 
you have any questions (687-1068). 

Takinõ It to the 

Track!   
          DrawDown ô10 

 

  FRIDAY, APRIL 16, 2010  
                
                $100  
     Dinner Buffet for 2  
          $10 Free Play  

          

$10,000 Grand Prize!! 

Pay-As-You-Go Option 

          17 weeks    

     $5.88 per week  

          4 Months   

  $25.00 per month  

Join Us for the Next Book Club Session!  

 Greg Mortensen's book, Three Cups of Tea  , has been 
selected as the book selection for the next 
Book Club discussion.  The book is available 
through Amazon.  Perhaps Santa will bring it 
for Christmas if you let him know soon!!  A  

reviewer for Amazon has indicated Three Cups of Tea   as 
"A real life Indiana Jones and his remarkable humanitarian 
campaign in the Taliban's backyard." Mark your calendar for 
Tuesday, January 19 at 3:00pm  and join us at McAuley 
Center  for a lively discussion.   The date for the Spring book 
discussion will be determined when the group meets January 
19.  The book for Spring discussion has been selected,  
however -- it will be Water for the Elephants  by Sara Gruen.    

Longest Night  

 Come out, and join with us in sharing and  
hearing prayers, scripture, and music that  
acknowledge that God's presence is for those who 
mourn, for those who struggle and that God's Word 
comes to shine light into our darkness.  Everyone 

is welcome.  Our short service on Monday, December 21st 
at 7 pm in St. Patrickôs Church, will be followed by a brief 
time for light refreshments and fellowship. 

Head Start Onsite Defibrillator  

 St. Patrick School has a new Heart Start Onsite  
Defibrillator for use at the school and church, thanks to  
generous donations from Tim Lounsberry Allstate  
Insurance, Dr. Keith Nichols, Julia Marzo, Cindy Blackwell, 
Partners Insurance and Financial Services, Buffie M. Arhbal 
State Farm Agency and two anonymous donors.  Shawn 
Wood is generously donating his time and skills to train  
St. Patrick School staff in its use.  Thank you to all who 
made having this piece of safety equipment available to  
potentially save the life of someone stricken with sudden 
cardiac arrest. 

Epiphany Celebration  

 Come to St. Margaret Maryôs on the Feast of 
Epiphany ï Sunday, January 3

rd
 at 6:30 pm for 

music and light refreshments.  Itôs a continuation 
of the celebration of the Christmas Season which 
ends on January 10

th
 ï the Baptism of the Lord. 

Thank You  

 The 2nd Annual "Breakfast with Santa" was held at  
St. James on December 5th.  Everything went very well  
and a good time was had by all.  Our profit was $173.00.   
A special thank you to Ted Clarks Busy Market, for donating 
18 dozen eggs, and to everyone that worked and attended 
this event.  
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Advent Reconciliation Service  

 As part of the evening Advent Reconciliation Service, 
there will be a presentation on the Sacrament of  
Reconciliation on Sunday, December 20 at 6:00 pm in  
St. Patrickôs Hall.  The evening Reconciliation Service will 
follow the presentation at 7:00 p.m. in St. Patrick Church. 
Give yourself a gift this Advent -- learn more about the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation and its importance to Catholics, 
and participate in an Advent Reconciliation Service.   

Mass Schedule  
Christmas 
Thursday, 12/24           4:00 p.m.       St. James     

          4:00 p.m.      St. Margaret Mary  
      4:30 p.m.      St. Patrick    
      6:00 p.m.      St. John     
    10:00 p.m.      St. James   
    10:00 p.m.      St. Patrick    
    11:00 p.m.      St. Margaret Mary  
  (10:30 p.m. Christmas Carols - St. Margaret Mary) 

 
 

Friday, 12/25    9:00 a.m.   St. Patrick 
        9:00 a.m.   St. James 
                   11:15 a.m.   St. John 

Notre Dame Retreat Center Announces 

2010 Theme and Retreat Dates  

 Mark your calendars!  Notre Dame Retreat Center in  
Canandaigua has announced the theme of “Spirituality:  
Talkin the Talk and Walkin the Walk”  for their 2010  
Retreats for Men and Women. Begin planning now so you 
can get a sitter for the kids, clear your commitments and 
leave the world worries behind for a couple of days. Blessed 
Trinity/St. Patrick is scheduled for:  April 16-18 (Women);  
and October 29-31 (Men). Watch the bulletin for more info. 

Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God 
Thursday, 12/31 5:00 p.m.         St. Patrick 
 

Friday, 1/1   9:00 a.m.     St. Patrick 
      9:00 a.m.         St. James 

  10:45 a.m.        St. Margaret Mary 
  11:15 a.m.    St. John 

Celebrating Forgiveness  

 Prepared for their First Reconciliation, our children 
learned the meaning and importance of relationships, how 
they are broken down through sin, and the need to express 
sorrow and seek forgiveness from God.  Their preparation 
helps them to grow in an awareness of what sin is and how it 
can damage relationships. 

These children celebrated their First Reconciliation  
this fall, so we congratulate them! 

John Baron 
Joseph Baron 
Caden Bennett 
Josh Blazey 
Maria Canon 
Gabriel Collins 
Thomas Cook 
Chelsea Corey 
Nick Corey 
Anna Felice 

Carolyn Felice 
James Felice 
Jim Grant 
Sadie Harding 
Brittany Hathaway 
Alexa Johnson 
Austin LaSalle 
Devon McFadden 
Marley McFadden 
Kim Mertson 

Sarah Mertson 
Veronica Ricketson 
Noni Roberts 
Brianna Samuelson 
Noah Shiel 
Katie Shoen 
Lindsay Wademan 
Jacob Wilkert 
Corey Young   

For Life  

 That our President, members of Congress, and all  
political leaders throughout the world may recognize the  
sacredness of life, and defend the fundamental right of every 
human being  to live, from the moment of conception until 
natural death ; we pray to the Lord.  If you would like to add 
your voice  to many others on January 22, 2010, please join 
us on our trip to Washington DC or join us in prayer. 
 Two busses will leave from Waverly on January 22, the 
first will leave at 12:05 AM and will be in Washington D.C. in 
time for the service with Fr. Pavone.  The second will leave 
at 5:00 am and will be there for the rally on the mall and the 
march around the Capitol to the Supreme Court.  The cost 
for the bus is $40 per person.  We are asking for $20 to  
reserve your seat.  The remainder may be paid the day of  
the trip.  If you are interested, please contact Ellen Keough  
at 687-1068 or Michael Kane at 857-8479. 
 If you are unable to join us, but would like to pray with us; 
let us know and we will send you a copy of Litany to Mary, 
Mother of Life  from our Respect Life  materials.  

Reflecting Back and Looking Forward  

 The end of 2009 is fast approaching; itôs timely to reflect 
back over the year as you plan ahead for 2010 just around 
the corner.  Over Christmas, families and individuals are  
encouraged to reflect prayerfully on Godôs abundant LOVE 
and how that love has been shared.  What did you do this 
past year that made you the most proud of yourself?  What 
did you feel was the message of the year?  What book, 
movie or sermon affected you the most?  What three people 
were the most significant in your life this past year?  Where 
was God in your life this past year?  What is God perhaps 
inviting you to do?  Will 2010 be the same at 2009, or what 
might be different?  Never mind the usual attempts to lose 
that 10 pounds and quit smoking.   
 Again in 2010, on the weekend of January 9/10  
parishioners will be renewing their baptismal promises at 
Masses, and will be encouraged to sign up for one parish 
effort for one year.  What one thing might you do within your 
parish for 2010?   What special gifts of time and talent can 
you share for 2010.   

http://www.portal.4lpi.com/html/expandedView.php?id=8901&offset=6&week=
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Sacrificial Offerings - December 12/13  

Parish :              Envelopes:       Attendance:    Collection:      Pre-Auth:      Total Gifts:      Weekly Needs:  
 

Blessed Trinity      216           733    $  7601.00    $398.00    $  7999.00  $9135.00 
St. Patrick      158           484    $11045.00    $262.73    $11307.73  $5913.00 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Catholic Ministries Appeal  
Parish:        # of donors:     Total Gifts:          % of Goal    Goal:  
Blessed Trinity    239       $37175.00    73.82%  $50360.00 
St. Patrick     180       $23479.00    68.99%  $34032.00 

Catholic Charities Mortgage  

Foreclosure Prevention Services  

 Catholic Charities provides free mortgage foreclosure  
prevention counseling services in Tioga County to help 
homeowners explore alternatives to foreclosure to avoid the 
loss of their homes.  More information or to make an  
appointment to talk with our housing counselors, call Jane 
Sokolowski at Catholic Charities 734-9784 extension 132. 

Monthly Prayer Request for Priests  

 The website for the Monthly Prayer Request for Priests can be 
found on the website:  www.mprp -roc.org   and copies of the 
Monthly Prayer Request for Priests are available at all sites.  Let us 
continue to pray daily for priests and for vocations to the priesthood 
during The Year of Priesthood, established by Pope Benedict XVI.  
The remainder of December's calendar is below.      
 

 Dec 20  Peter Deckman    
Dec 21  Alexander Bradshaw  
Dec 22  Inactive & Sabbatical  
Dec 23  Symon Peter Ntaiyia 
Dec 24  Timothy Horan 
Dec 25  Robert Bradler 

Dec 26  John Walsh 
Dec 27  Joseph Lanzalaco 
Dec 28  All Missionaries 
Dec 29  Lance Gonyo 
Dec 30  Angelo Bovenzi 
Dec 31  William Moorby  

Fr. Patõs Address 
 

CH (CPT) Patrick Van Durme 
1/9FA HHB BN 2BCT 3ID 

COS MAREZ 
APO AE 09334 

Vocations  

 First, Mary believed that what was spoken to her by the 
Lord would be fulfilled and she accepted Godôs plan for her.  
Then, in the same obedient way, Jesus said, ñAs is written of 
me in the scroll, behold, I come to do your will, O God.ò  We 
have been given two perfect examples of love, obedience 
and sacrifice to follow.  Are you open to hearing Godôs voice 
in your life? How are you being called to a life of love,  
obedience to God and sacrifice?  Is it through consecrated 
single life; a holy married life; possibly, ordained or religious 
life?  If youôve ever considered diocesan priesthood and 
would like to talk with someone about it, contact the Office  
of Vocation Awareness / 585-461-2890/ vocations@dor.org/  
website: www.dor.org/vocations 

GREETINGS  FROM  FR SYMON  

Dear Everyone, 
 I hope this finds you well as it brings my best wishes for a very happy,  
peace-filled Christmas. I have had a good year and am enjoying my ministry in my 
Parish. Members of my family in Kenya are well except for the severe drought and 
famine that hit the country for several months.   
     The major highlight of my year was the merging of our three Parishes into one 
under the patronage of St. Maximilian Kolbe. I challenged our Parish youth to 
research his name and it took them eight months of searching and reading through 
lives of Saints and debating at their meeting on the new discovery.  The second 
major highlight of my year is the opening of my school in Kenya last January. The 
first students were enrolled on my Birthday January 5. It is difficult to express how 
happy I was to finally meet the first students attending my beloved school on my 
arrival there in January.   
    On arrival at the school children were being given their uniforms, and as I 
came out of my car a few of them recognized me.  They are from some of my past 
mission churches and they shouted, "eewuo Father Ntaiyia" meaning, Father  
Ntaiyia has come. At this all the children came from all the rooms where they were, 
they surrounded me, clapping hands to welcome me; it was as if all of them had 
known me for many years. I went to Kenya to welcome the children to my school 
but it turned out that they were the ones to welcome me to their new school. I knew 
and will always know that I am not alone in this journey, thanks to all Friends / 
benefactors in the USA. 
      During my one-month visit I witnessed children continuing to settle in, learning 
their new-found domestic responsibilities such as washing their own uniforms and 
taking care to keep their boarding spaces tidy--adapting to a new environment, 
teachers and new classmates.  For me this was amazing for a group so young, 
with such little experience with boarding. I must admit that I did not think nowadays 
third graders would be so young. The school day is quite well defined and given 
that so many students board, the evenings are devoted to homework and study 
time.  
     I can rightfully say it has been a year of success and many challenges for me. 
However, I am thrilled to share in the joy of many children attending my school for 
the first time. The children were being temporarily housed in the unused  
classrooms while the dormitories were being built. Their two dormitories are now 
ready and we have laid foundations for the Dining Hall/Kitchen/Activity Room  
building as well as for a teachersô house.   
     There has been drought that has caused a great deal of suffering and worry 
throughout Kenya, but it is some consolation to parents of the school children that 
they certainly receive all of their meals while in the care of the Jubilee School.  
     The School has recruited new students for the next school year: January-
December 2010.  We will be adding another class of students by taking in children 
who will start in Third Grade in January, and those students who will have  
completed 5th grade in December 2009 will advance to 6th grade.  
     Thank you to the many friends who have journeyed with me in the school 
project since it began.  Please visit my schoolôs website: choolfornomads.org and 
enjoy our many pictures 
 Good wishes, love and prayers - and every blessing on you and your dear 
ones.  

Fr. Symon P. Ntaiyia   
5823 WALWORTHE RD. ONTARIO NY 14519 

mailto:vocations@dor.org/
http://www.dor.org/




8 


