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Independence Day Celebration:  Greetings and Reflections 
 

  Greetings from Ghana and I salute you, my brothers and sisters, and all citizens of this great nation of 
yours, as you celebrate your independence anniversary.  On this day, July 4th 1776, your congress signed and 
adopted the Declaration of Independence.  This was and is the most memorable epoch in the history of your 
nation and succeeding generations will celebrate the great anniversary festival.  The traditional customs that  
go with this celebration as you know include fireworks, parades, carnivals, concerts, political speeches and 
ceremonies, singing of patriotic songs, i.e. the National Anthem, God Bless America, America the Beautiful, etc, 
picnics, barbecues, etc. 
  It is noteworthy that Ghana, my dear country, also rejoices with the United States on this day, for on the 
6th of March, 1957, she also attained her independence from the same British colonial rule, amidst bloodshed.  
Ghana also cherishes and shares with you some of your political ideals and principles, especially democracy, 
rule of law, respect for human rights, human development, etc.  Ghana as a nation has as its motto ñFreedom 
and Justiceò and so we have much in common.   
  In a letter written to his wife, Abigail Adams on July 3rd 1776, John Adams, one of the founding fathers 
of your enviable nation wrote about July 4th, saying, ñéthis day ought to be commemorated as the day of 
deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion to Almighty Godéò  Certainly, in some sense, John Adams,  
Thomas Jefferson, and their colleagues, saw the July 4th achievement as an act of God comparable to the  
exodus of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, hence the biblical term, ñDeliveranceò.  Deliverance from the  
tyranny of oppression and colonial rule of the British to freedom and as such, July 4th is to be marked by 
ñsolemn acts of devotion to Almighty God.ò   
  As we celebrate this day, July 4th, together, we need to ponder over these words of John Adams to his 
wife Abigail and to ask ourselves particularly as a nation, what concrete acts of devotion do we give to Almighty 
God?  Do we even hold a religious interdenominational service as part of the dayôs activities?  If some citizens 
of this renowned freedom nation, today challenge the constitutionality of saying prayers and the use of the Bible 
and/or the mention of the name of God at national political programs in the name of freedom of religion and the 
separation of Church and State, are these citizens not undermining and negating the very principles upon which 
the foundation of this nation was established?  Are these citizens claiming to be more American than their 
founding fathers?  Again as a nation, we need to be careful with the use of this God-given gift of freedom, won 
with the blood of many lives in the past and protected still with the blood of others and take admonition from 
what St. Paul told the Church in Galatia about the use of their freedom, ñDo not use this freedom as an  
opportunity for the fleshò (Galatians 5:13-21) for example, immorality, violence, rape, killings, fraud, divorce, 
overeating, the use of drugs, etc.   
  As the U.S.A. celebrates its independence and continues to advance technologically, it still has a lot to 
learn from developing countries, like Ghana.  America may be superior in many fields of expertise yet in the field 
of soccer it has much to learn from Ghana.  For the second time in World Cup history, Ghana brought this great 
nation into silence and submission with a 2-1 victory, although they lost gallantly.  U.S were the favorites and 
sports commentators gave them an easy walk over Ghana before the match, but no team that qualifies for the 
World Cup should be underrated.  It is on the field that the final decision is made.  Probably the name Asamoah 
Gyan will haunt the U.S. until the next World Cup.  I wish them better luck in their future endeavors. 

 

Happy Independence Celebration and God Bless America. 
Rev. John Yaw Afoakwah 

Parochial Vicar 
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Tuesday    

 

Monday   

4 

Sunday   Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

11 

7:00 a.m. St. Margaret Mary No Mass 
8:30 a.m. St. James   Morning Prayer with Communion 

12 noon St. Patrick   + Edward Kelly 
         - Louise Michael 

       

5:00 p.m. St. James   + Kitty Brogan 
         - Gary & Marilyn Keene 
5:00 p.m. St. Patrick   + Joseph R. Judski 
         - Family 

8:30 a.m.  St. James   + Paul Stafford 
        - Family 

9:00 a.m. St. John    No Mass 

 

4 Sunday  

 

5 Monday  

All Blessed Trinity/St. Patrick Parish Offices will be closed. 
 

6 Tuesday  

11:00 a.m. Motherôs Prayer GroupðSt. Patrickôs McAuley 
 

7 Wednesday  

8:30 a.m. Summer Recreation Program ðSt. Johnôs Hall 
1:00 p.m. Altar & Rosary Society MeetingðSt. Margaret Mary Hall 
6:00 p.m. TOPSðSt. Margaret Mary Classroom 
7:00 p.m. Music MinistryðSt. Margaret Maryôs Music Room 
7:00 p.m. Vacation Bible School Kick-off MeetingðSt. Johnôs Hall 
 

8 Thursday  

7:00 p.m. Stephen MinistryðSt. Patrickôs McAuley 
 

9 Friday  

 

10 Saturday  

1:00 p.m. Vacation Bible School PreparationsðSt. Johnôs Hall 
6:00 p.m. Wine and DineðSt. Patrickôs Hall 
 

11 Sunday  

7:00 a.m. St. John         + Jim Baylor 
         - Doris 
8:30 a.m. St. James   Morning Prayer with Communion 
            - Family      
         

Friday   

Thursday   

Sunday   Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 a.m. St. Patrick    + Anne Baron 
         - Peter, Cindy & Katie 

9:00 a.m. St. James   + John (Jack) Kingston 
         - Jean Cocco 

10:45 a.m. St. Margaret Mary + Vincent & Catherine Riley and the  
          deceased members of the Riley Family 
         - The Riley Family 

11:15 a.m. St. John   + Joseph Michael Masters 
          -The Masters Family        

5:00 p.m. St. Margaret Mary + For the People

Saturday  Vigil: Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00 a.m. St. Margaret Mary + Charles Dueber 
         - Else Dueber 
8:30 a.m. St. James   Morning Prayer with Communion 

12 noon St. Patrick   + Don & Peg Doty 
         - Tom & Jane Doty & Family 

8:30 a.m. St. James   + Sally DeBuano 
         - The Mosier Family 
9:00 a.m. St. Patrick   No Mass 
     

Readings for the week of July 4 
 

 

Sunday:   Is 66:10-14c/Gal 6:14-18/Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 or 10:1-9 
Monday:   Hos 2:16, 17c-18, 21-22/Mt 9:18-26 
Tuesday:   Hos 8:4-7, 11-13/Mt 9:32-38 
Wednesday:  Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12/Mt 10:1-7 
Thursday:  Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9/Mt 10:7-15 
Friday:   Hos 14:2-10/Mt 10:16-23 
Saturday:  Is 6:1-8/Mt 10:24-33 
Next Sunday:  Dt 30:10-14/Col 1:15-20/Lk 10:25-37 

9:00 a.m. St. Patrick   + John Stalma 
         - Albina Stalma 
9:00 a.m. St. James   + Meg Bunao 
         - Edward & Leanora Covert 
10:45 a.m. St. Margaret Mary + Margaret Black 
         - Lucille 
11:15 a.m. St. John   + For the People 
5:00 p.m. St. Margaret Mary + Angelo Santacroce 
         - Louise Esposito 
        
          

Wednesday   

 

5:00 p.m. St. James   + Carol Akins 
         - Mary & David Nash & Family 
5:00 p.m. St. Patrick   + Stella Czochanski 
         - Helen Reynolds 

Saturday  Vigil: Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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   St. James - Saturday 4:00 - 4:45 p.m.    
   St. John - First Saturday 10:30 -11:00 a.m.  
   St. Margaret Mary - Third Saturday 10:30 - 11:00 am 
   St. Patrick - Saturday 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

Baptisms  

 Baptismal preparation is offered and required 
for parents of children to be baptized in our 
churches.  Please contact the church office for an 
initial interview and baptismal preparation. 
 

  

Reconciliation  

This sacrament celebrating Godôs forgiveness is 
available by appointment (contact a priest) or at the 
following scheduled times. 

Hospital/Nursing Home Visits  

Please notify the church office if you or a family 
member will be hospitalized and would like the 
Sacrament of the Sick or a staff member to visit. 

Holy Communion at Home  

Please call the church office if you wish to bring 
Holy Communion to a sick friend or family member 
or to arrange a visit by one of our Communion 
Ministers.        

Anointing of the Sick  

Ths Sacrament of strength and healing is available 
upon request for those who are sick or elderly.   
Please contact the church office.  

Marriage  

Couples should contact a Priest or Deacon to begin 
their preparation for marriage at least six months 
before any anticipated wedding. 
 

Banns:  
 

 

Memorial Candles/Gift s  
Memorial donations are accepted for the Sanctuary 
lamp that burns before the Blessed Sacrament and 
the Bread and Wine used in our Eucharistic 
celebrations.  Please contact the church office. 

Sanctuary Lamp:  
 

Julia Corcoran ðSt. James  
 

 

Raina Albro  

Richard Andrascik  

Edna Babcock 

George Barden 

Paul Baron 

Marie Basile  

Kim Bendus 

Terry Berge  

Judy Berghorn  

Nancy Bush 

Art Bonning  

Isabelle Calmar  

Ruth Cornell  

Don Dewitt  

Jerry Donnelly, Jr.  

Kelly Donnelly  

Genevieve Drinko 

James Dubinsky  

Jennifer Liberty Durst  

Ted Dydynski  

Carol Franz  

Phyllis Garfield  

Ed Hanousek 

Lorraine Hardy  

Jeffrey Harris  

Kathy Hartwig  

Donna Heimann 

Patrick Hogan  

Bob James 

Mary Judski  

Rose Kushner 

Joyce LaClair  

Walter LaMontagne  

Isla Landon  

Phyllis Martin  

Jane Martinez  

Julia Maury  

Tim May 

Marge Meassick  

Cindi Mize  

Sara Morse  

Antoinette Nemchick  

Frank Ogrodnick  

Andy Pado 

Ruth Sandusky 

Bob Shaffer  

Charlotte Shaffer  

Nick Spawn 

Frank Spellane  

Marian Spellane  

Jerry Stahl  

Leona Stinard  

Sister Theresa Thayer  

Kathy Tilly  

Fr. Tom Watts  

Daryl Williams  

Central Office 
300 Main Street, Owego, NY 13827 
(607) 687-1068 
Fax 687-8122 
M-Th 8:00-4:00, F 8:00 - 12 noon 
Email:  blessedtrinity@dor.org 

Website:  
Http:// www.blessed-trinity-parish.org 
 
Waverly Office 
503 Clark Street, Waverly, NY  
(607) 565-2014 
M & W 8:30 - 12:30, T 10:00 - 12 noon 
 
Apalachin Office    
1110 Pennsylvania Avenue, Apalachin, NY  
(607) 625-3191 
T & Th 9:00 -1:00 
 
St. Patrick Cemetery 
Dick Winston, (607) 689-0909 (H) 
 
St. James Cemetery 
Michael Cucci, (607) 206-8877 (Cell) 
Sharon Lovell, (607) 565-9967 (H) 
 
St. Patrick School 
309 Front Street, Owego, NY  13827 
Paula Smith, Principal 
(607) 687-1770 
Website:  www.stpatrickowego.org 
Email:  stpatricks@stny.rr.com 

Rev. William Moorby, Pastor 
Rev. John Yaw Afoakwah, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Thomas Watts, Pastor Emeriitus 
(607) 687-1068 
 

Ellen Keough, Pastoral AssociateðSt. Patrick  
(607) 687-1068 
ekeogh@dor.org 
 

Hall Moore, Pastoral MinisterðSt. James  
(607) 565-2014, (570) 888-6784 (H) 
hmoore@dor.org 
 

Deacon Mike Donovan, Pastoral AssociateðSt. John 
(607) 687-1068 
mdonovan@dor.org 
 

Cathy Wunder, Director of Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 
(607) 687-1068 
cwunder@dor.org 
 

Diane Snyder-Bell, Business Manager 
(607) 687-1068 
dsbell@dor.org 
 
 
 
In case of Pastoral Emergency call the pager  
number at 1-800-388-4117.  Dial in your number  
including your area code and we will return your call. 

"Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they  

protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform   

for us in our time of need. Amen."   

 

Lawrence Alger  

Greg Barbieri  

Robert Bergmann  

Steven Brewster  

Brett Creeley  

Michael Gillio  

Liam Gilroy   

C. J. Harrington  

John Harrington  

Matthew Harrington  

Jonathan Hough   

Rudy Kotsubka 

Patricia Mallins  

Alexander Pannone 

Bill Rich  

Todd Rupright  

Connor Smith  

Paul Stauder  

Jason Stoke  

Daniel Strom  

Fr. Patrick Van Durme  

Colin Wilson 
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St. Patrick School Summer Camp 2010  

           July 12 - July 16  
         9:00 am to 3:00 pm  
         St. Patrick School  

 

Before Camp Care:  8:00am to 9:00am 
After Camp Care:  3:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
Students in present grades 1ï 5 
 

$20 Registration fee per family and $100 per student  
camp fee 

 

Hands On Science ~ Technology ~ Readerôs Theater 
Drama  Art Activities ~ Gardening ~ Creative Writing   

and More   
 

For more information call St. Patrick School - 687-1770. 

 

St. Valõs 
WEEK 8 WINNERS  

 

 Joyce Willchock -  $40  

 Ida Shearer  -   $20  
 

CONGRATULATIONS!  

Children entering grades  

K through 5 are invited to 

join any of our programs 

this summer:  
 

EDGE -  Experience and Discover 

God Everywhere  

St. Johnõs Church, Newark Valley    

July 12 - 16     

6:00 p.m.ð 8:00 p.m. 

 

Baobab Blast  - An African  

Adventure  

St. Margaret Mary Church, Apalachin  

July 26 - 30   

6:00 p.m.ð 8:00 p.m. 

 

Alternate Faith Formation 

Program -  This is a one -week  

intensive faith formation program, 

when combined with our Vacation  

Bible School program it fulfills the 

requirement of faith formation for 

the year.  

 St. Margaret Mary Church, Apalachin  

 July 19 - 23   

 6:00 p.m.ð 8:00 p.m.  
(Followed by Baobab Blast the following  week, 

or preceded by EDGE the week prior)  

   

Registration forms are available at 

the church entrances.  

 

For more information contact the 

Faith Formation office at 687 -1068. 

 
 

 
Blessed Trinity/St. Patrick Parishes  

Annual Mass & Picnic 

Sunday, September 12  

11:00 a.m.  

St. Margaret Mary  

St. Patrick School Positions  

Available  September 2010:  

Music Teacher ~ 1 Day a Week 
SPECK Coordinator ~ 15 Hours Per Week 

 

Please contact the school at 687-1770 for  
an application. 
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Word of the Week  

 NEW COVENANT: The new "dispensation," order or 
Covenant, established by God in Jesus Christ, to succeed 
and perfect the Old Covenant (cf. 612, 839). The New Law  
or Law of the Gospel is the perfection here on earth of the 
divine law, natural and revealed; this law of the New  
Covenant is called a law of love, grace, and freedom  
(1965-1972). See Covenant; Gospel, Law of the.  

Catholics and Health Care,  

They go together  

 This monthôs Catholic Update  is written by Thomas 
Nairn, O.F.M., Senior Director of Ethics at the Catholic 
Health Association, USA. This article first appeared in the 
May 2010 issue of St. Anthony Messenger. The article starts 
off with a look at the relationship between Catholic health 
care and social justice. It explores the development of  
Catholic hospitals from the Middle Ages where religious 
groups cared for the needs of the sick and often lived among 
them. It brings us to the present where Catholic hospitals 
continue to emphasize care for the poor and whose mission 
statements often declare a strong relationship between 
health care and a commitment to social justice. It goes on 
looking at Catholic values directly related to health care and 
the Churchôs justice teaching, and concludes with challenges 
faced in todayôs difficult economic climate. Pick up a copy of 
the July Catholic Update  at your worship site.   

15th Diocesan Youth Convention  

òFaith Divinó ð Taking the Plunge  

 Over 500 Catholic youth will gather together at the 15th 
Diocesan Youth Convention August 
7th and 8th at the Rochester Inn 
and Convention Center in Henrietta 
NY. Get inspired by our keynoter, 
Jesse Manibussen and spend time 
with Bishop Clark as we explore our 
Catholic Faith.  There will be plenty 
of music, dance, prayer, workshops, 
keynoters, and fun awaiting you. 
Cost is $70.00. Sign up with a  
friend today to reserve your space! 

For more info, contact your Senior High Youth Minister by 
July 6, 2010. 

Womenõs Retreat 

 Join us for a Womenôs Bus Retreat on Thursday,  
September 30 (Fall colors should be beautiful  
for the trip), at the Stella Maris Retreat House  
in Skaneateles. Father Bob Kennedy, well  
known throughout the diocese as a teacher and  
fascinating speaker, will lead the retreat. For  

reservations contact Marion Rutan at 642-8972.    

St. James Faith Formation  

 A Site Coordinator is needed for St. James Faith  
Formation classes on Sunday mornings. This maximum 3 
hours per week position requires opening the classrooms, 
making sure attendance is kept, distributing materials and 
overseeing the program in general.  Also, we have several 
families requesting a faith formation class for grades 6-8.  
We have one catechist willing to help teach, but we would 
like to have an additional catechist (we will train!) for  
alternating weeks of teaching or for assisting.  If you have 
an interest in this class, which will be held the same time as 
the grades K-5 classes, please register as soon as possible. 
Call Cathy Wunder at 687-1068 for more information.  

 

Registration forms are available at  
each site, on our website at  

www.blessed-trinity-parish.org or by  
calling 687-1068. 

Stephen Ministry Celebrating 25 Years!  

 Plan now to attend the Parish Picnic on  
September 12 as BT/SP will be celebrating  
25 Years of Stephen Ministry  on that  
occasion.  The Stephen Ministry established 
within BT/SP parishes is one of the first Stephen 
Ministries established in the Rochester diocese.  
Stephen Ministry is YOUR ministry!   Here's what you can 
do:  please pray for God to bring hope and healing to those 
struggling in life; accept Stephen Ministry care if you are 
struggling with a life crisis, and tell a friend or neighbor who 
may need help to reach out to Stephen Ministry.  

Great Summer Reading!!  

 Two great books for your summer reading:   
Tuesdays With Morrie  by Mitch  
Alban and Jesus of Nazareth  by 
Pope Benedict XVI.  Both books are 
available at area bookstores and 
through Amazon.com.  The two books 
will be the focus of our next BT/SP Book Club discussion.  
Please plan to come to the next Book Club session on  
Tuesday, September 14 at 3:00pm in the McAuley Center.   
Mark your calendar now so you don't forget!!  

We welcome into the Catholic 
Church through the Rite 
of Christian Initiation for 
Adults, Joe Phillips .   
Joe began RCIA when 
he was a parishioner at 
St. Francis and is now 

attending St. Patrick Church.  He is looking forward to  
becoming part of the life of the parish, so please welcome 
him.  Congratulations, Joe! 

            

  

 D 

 V 
 

  I  
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 F  A   I   T  H 

http://www.portal.4lpi.com/html/expandedView.php?id=8215&offset=24&week=
http://www.portal.4lpi.com/html/expandedView.php?id=5372&offset=186&week=
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Sacrificial Offerings - June 26/27  

Parish :             Envelopes:       Attendance:      Collection:         Pre-Auth:      Total Gifts:      Weekly Needs:  
 
Blessed Trinity      169             669        $5391.00      $  398.00  $5789.00   $9135.00 
St. Patrick      140             460    $4745.00      $  262.73      $5007.73   $5913.00  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Make Parish a Priority!                 Please Use Your Envelopes.  
 

 

 

Catholic Ministries Appeal  

Parish:        # of donors:     Total Gifts:          % of Goal      Goal:  
Blessed Trinity    276       $42755.00    85.36%  $50360.00 
St. Patrick     198       $25769.00    76.14%  $34032.00 

 Are you ready to take the next step in your education?   
Are you ready to discover more about your faith and become 
a leading voice in the Church?  Now is the time to plan your 
fall with St. Bernardôs School of Theology and Ministry.  We 
offer flexible class schedules that work with your life and  
financial aid packages that will help you achieve your goals.  
Call Laura Smith, Director of Admissions and Financial Aid  
for more information at 585-271-3657 x289 or email  
Admissions@stbernards.edu.   

Summer Christian Music Celebration  
Sponsored by the Tree of Life Christian Fellowship  

http://www.tlcf-Owego.org 
Hickories Park  

Saturday July 17 & Sunday July 18  
Admission is Free  

Saturday July 17  
12:00 -1:00 3 Crosses Bare  
1:00 -2:00 Sacred  
2:00 -3:00 ROAR  
3:00 -4:00 Michael Showalter  
4:00 -5:00 Knights of the Glad Countenance  
5;00 -6:00 Ten Days  
6:00 -7:00 Crosseyedfish  
7:00 -8:00 An Audience of One  
8:00 -9:00 InsideOut  

Sunday July 18  
1:00 -2:00 New Day  
2:00 -3:00 On Our Way Home  
3:00 -4:00 Trace of Grace  
4:00 -5:00 Sweet Aroma  
5:00 -6:00 Mended  
6:00 -7:00 CrossFire 

 
 
______________________________________

Summer Christian Music Celebration Features Current and  
Former St. Patrick's Choir Members 

On Sunday July 18th, come see New Day at 1 pm and Trace of Grace at 3 pm 
performing at the Summer Christian Music Celebration in the Hickories Park, 

Owego.  Current and former choir members performing include Dennis  
Chapdelaine, Kevin Doherty, Tim Dowling, Adam Kushner, James Mead,  

Suzanne Peacock, Will Tracz, Tyler Watkins and Ann Woodard. 


