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BLESSINGS IN THE NEW YEAR  
      
      An outrageous act of human kindness and hope has been perpetrated 
upon many of the residents of Owego.   Sometime in the dark evening of 
December 11th, a group of silent individuals went through the flood  
damaged areas and placed a glowing battery-operated candle on the 
porches of homes.  For many individuals and families it was a mystery as 
to the who and the why of this wonderful act of care. * 
 

     The month of December produces the longest nights of the year and 
this little bit of light brought a sense of comfort and hope to those who 
received a candle, and also to those who witnessed the new glow to 
these streets.  
 

 The Christophers, a menôs religious community, whose mission is to 
encourage individuals to make a positive difference in our world have a 
saying that ñit is better to light one candle than to curse the darkness.ò  As  
they see it, we can all be bearers of hope through a conscious thoughtful act.  
 

     It has been more than ten days since this event and many of the residents have taken the candles 
inside and have kept them burning through the night in a front window.  The sense of peace and new 
beginnings continues.  Each evening as I walk Lilly the Labradoodle, I look forward to seeing the 
candles in the windows.  It brings me hope for the ongoing recovery of our communities. 
 

 We all need hope in our lives as well as faith and love.  Hope can come from something as small 
as spotting green shoots poking through the snow as spring approaches or as magnificent as  
experiencing Godôs love through the actions of another.   
 

     Hope comes to us in the progression of time if we allow it.  Each New Year many of us look back 
on the previous one to see what went well, what didnôt and what needs changing.  This is the stuff 
from which New Yearôs resolutions are made.  The favorites seem to be losing weight, quitting  
smoking, exercising more and being kinder to the person who seems to bug us the most.  I have 
been guilty of needing to make each of these resolutions in the past.  The only one which I have 
mastered was quitting smoking in 1985. The others are works in progress. 
 

      In the new year, perhaps we need to take a look at how we have been doing spiritually over the 
past year.  Does our prayer life or mass attendance need tweaking?  Do we need to update our  
religious education as adults and dig deeper into the theology and traditions of our faith?  (Or as  
students do we need to pay more attention during Faith Formation classes and youth group meet-
ings?) Do we need to set aside more time to be with the Lord in the more intimate setting of a 
retreat?  Any of these actions would make good resolutions for 2012. 
 

     As the calendar changes over to 2012, may God continue to bless us with hope and the ability to 
recognize and appreciate all our blessings. 
 

 *The members of The Church of the Nazarene provided this wonderful gift to the Village of Owego.  Many thanks for their 
kindness and blessing. 
 

Maureen OôNeill 
Pastoral Associate 

  
 

 

                                                                             
   

    H 
AP 

PYN 
EWYE 

AR2012 
!!!  



2 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

Tuesday   

 

Monda Sts. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors of the Church 

1 

Sunday   Blessed Virgin Mary, The Mother of God 

8 

7:00 a.m. St. Margaret Mary + Rev. John Morgan   
8:30 a.m. St. James   Morning Prayer with Communion 
12 noon St. Patrick   + Roy & Nan Moorby 
         - Jim & Virginia Raftis 

       

5:00 p.m. St. James   + Santo Sacco 
         - Vincenza Sacco & Family 
5:00 p.m. St. Patrick         + Jaryd Farnham and Dalton Tiefenthaler 
              - St. Patrick Jr. & Sr. High Youth Groups 

8:30 a.m. St. James   + Mary Palumbo 
         - Family 
9:00 a.m. St. John    + The Grandeo & Cush Families 

 

 

 

 

1 Sunday  

 

2 Monday  

All Blessed Trinity/St. Patrick Parish Offices will be closed. 
 

3 Tuesday  

11:00 a.m. Motherôs Prayer GroupðSt. Patrickôs Church 
7:00 p.m. Choir RehearsalðSt. James Church 
 

4 Wednesday  

6:00 p.m. Youth Ministerôs MeetingðSt. Margaret Maryôs Hall 
7:00 p.m. Music MinistryðSt. Margaret Maryôs Music Room 
 

5 Thursday  

8:00 a.m. Morning PrayerðSt. Margaret Maryôs Hall 
7:00 p.m. Pastoral Council MeetingðSt. Patrick Hall 
7:30 p.m. Stephen Ministry SupervisionðSt. Margaret Maryôs Classroom 
 

6 Friday  

9:00 a.m. Exposition of the Blessed SacramentðSt. James Church 
11:30 a.m. Rosary, Benediction & MeetingðSt. Patrick Church & Hall 
 

7 Saturday  

9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Stephen Leader RetreatðMcAuley 
9:30 a.m. Holy HourðSt. Johnôs Church 
10:30 a.m. ReconciliationðSt. Johnôs Church 
4:30 p.m. RosaryðSt. Patrick Church 
 

8 Sunday  

12 noon Jr. High Youth GroupðSt. Margaret Maryôs Hall 
2:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross PracticeðSt. Margaret Maryôs Hall 
 

 

7:00 a.m. St. John    + The Grandeo & Cush Families 
8:30 a.m. St. James   + Ed Kelly 
         - Mary & Gerry Keene  

Thursday  St. John Neumann, Bishop 

Sunday The Epiphany of the Lord 

9:00 a.m. St. Patrick          + Yvonne Zimmer 
                - The Owego Lions Club 

9:00 a.m. St. James          + Joseph Soprano 
           - Diane Tymoski 
10:45 a.m. St. Margaret Mary + Moe Miller 
         - Family 
11:15 a.m. St. John   + For the People 
5:00 p.m. St. Margaret Mary + Joseph Student 
         - Sophie & Family 
     

Saturday Vigil: The Epiphany of the Lord 

7:00 a.m. St. Margaret Mary + The Grandeo & Cush Families 
8:30 a.m. St. James   Morning Prayer with Communion 
12 noon St. Patrick     + Anna Sozanski 
        - Jim & Virginia Raftis 
 

Readings for the Week of January 1, 2012 
 

 

Sunday:  Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 
Monday:  1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28 
Tuesday:  1 Jn 2:29--3:6/Jn 1:29-34 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Jn 1:35-42 
Thursday:  1 Jn 3:11-21/Jn 1:43-51 
Friday:   1 Jn 5:5-13/Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38 or 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38 
Saturday:  1 Jn 5:14-21/Jn 2:1-11 
Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
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9:00 a.m. St. Patrick   + Yvonne Zimmer 
         - The Rogers Family 
9:00 a.m. St. James   + Edward Zavada 
         - Richard & Teresa Sykes 
10:45 a.m. St. Margaret Mary + Victoria Kingston 
         - The Shearer Family 
11:15 a.m. St. John   + Anna, George, Sr. & Derek Stuhlmiller 
         - Bob & Emilie Stuhlmiller 
5:00 p.m. St. Margaret Mary + For the People 

Wednesday  St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 

 

5:00 p.m. St. James   + Ed Kelly 
         - The Mosier Family 
5:00 p.m. St. Patrick   + Josephine DiPio 
         - Charles & Marlene Koral 
  

Saturday  Vigil: Blessed Virgin Mary, The Mother of God 

31 

Friday   St. Andreô Bessette, Religious 

6 
8:30 a.m. St. James   + Edward Kelly 
         - Michael Kelly & Family 
9:00 a.m. St. Patrick   + Jean Bentley 
         - Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Yanuzzi 
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   St. James - Saturday 4:00 - 4:45 p.m.    
   St. John - First Saturday 10:30 -11:00 a.m.  
   St. Margaret Mary - Third Saturday 10:30 - 11:00 am 
   St. Patrick - Saturday 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

Baptisms  

Baptismal preparation is offered and required for 
parents of children to be baptized in our churches.  
Please contact the church office for an initial 
interview and baptismal preparation. 
 

  

  

Reconciliation  

This sacrament celebrating Godôs forgiveness is 
available by appointment (contact a priest) or at the 
following scheduled times. 

Hospital/Nursing Home Visits  

Please notify the church office if you or a family 
member will be hospitalized and would like the 
Sacrament of the Sick or a staff member to visit. 

Holy Communion at Home  

Please call the church office if you wish to bring 
Holy Communion to a sick friend or family member 
or to arrange a visit by one of our Communion 
Ministers.        

Anointing of the Sick  

Ths Sacrament of strength and healing is available 
upon request for those who are sick or elderly.   
Please contact the church office.  

Marriage  

Couples should contact a Priest or Deacon to begin 
their preparation for marriage at least six months 
before any anticipated wedding. 
 

Banns:  
 

 

 

Memorial Candles/Gift s  
Memorial donations are accepted for the Sanctuary 
lamp that burns before the Blessed Sacrament and 
the Bread and Wine used in our Eucharistic 
celebrations.  Please contact the church office. 

Sanctuary Lamp:  
 

Ann Bendzyn & Anne Thomas ðSt. John  
 

Special Intentions ðSt. James  
 

Mary & Vince Hoffman ðSt. Margaret Mary  
Paula Altiere  

Edna Babcock 

Adrian Babykin  

Marie Basile  

Ann Bendzyn 

Jackie Boucher  

Tony Calandra 

Joaquin Canton 

Patty Clark  

Mary Nancy Coveleske  

Ed Covert  

Lena Daugherty  

Don Dewitt  

Kelly Donnelly  

Brian Dougan 

Genevieve Drinko 

James Dubinsky  

Janet Rutherford Fuller  

Mary Gallow 

Phyllis Garfield  

Rick Gerger  

John Herman  

Danielle Hofmann  

Theresa Howell  

Anthony Hubbard  

Bob James 

Jean Janiak  

Mike Kelly  

Rose Kushner 

Isla Landon  

Margaret Lauria  

Tim May 

David Meade 

Marge Meassick  

Mark Meassick  

Maureen Merrill  

Cindi Mize  

Gloria Muscatello  

Jessie Nagel  

Mary Newman 

Christopher Palumbo  

Mathew Rosekrans  

Cathy Schoonover  

Howard Schoonover  

Bob Shaffer  

Charlotte Shaffer  

Helen Shaw 

Sean Shumaker 

Michelle Simonovich  

Tony Smith  

Paul Sofranko  

Marian Spellane  

Jerry Stahl  

Anne Thomas 

Nina Thompson 

Cathy Tilly  

Julie Tomazin  

Bob Vasilow 

Thomas Vassil 

Carl Wall  

Jonathan Ward  

Michael Wilcox  

Daryl Williams  

Brenda Wood  

Dave Zevan 

Liz Zigra  
 

Central Office 
300 Main Street, Owego, NY 13827 
(607) 687-1068 
Fax 687-8122 
M-Th 8 am - 4 pm, F 8 am - 12 noon 
Email:  blessedtrinity@dor.org 

Website:  
Http:// www.blessed-trinity-parish.org 
 
Waverly Office 
503 Clark Street, Waverly, NY  
(607) 565-2014 
M & W 8:30 am - 12:30 pm 
 
Apalachin Office    
1110 Pennsylvania Avenue, Apalachin, NY  
(607) 625-3191 
T & Th 9 am -1 pm 
 
St. Patrick School 
309 Front Street, Owego, NY  13827 
Paula Smith, Principal 
(607) 687-1770 
Website:  www.stpatrickowego.org 
Email:  stpatricks@stny.rr.com 
 
St. Patrick Cemetery 
Dick Winston, (607) 689-0909 (H) 
 
St. James Cemetery 
Sharon Lovell, (607) 565-9967  
 

Rev. William Moorby, Pastor 
Rev. Peter Adu Boahen Nkansah , Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Thomas Watts, Pastor Emeriitus 
(607) 687-1068 
 

Ellen Keough, Pastoral AssociateðSt. Patrick  
(607) 687-1068 
ekeough@dor.org 
 

Maureen OôNeill, Pastoral AssociateðSt. Margaret Mary  
(607) 687-1068 
moneill@dor.org 
 

Hall Moore, Pastoral MinisterðSt. James  
(607) 565-2014, (570) 888-6784 (H) 
hmoore@dor.org 
 

Deacon Mike Donovan, Pastoral AssociateðSt. John 
(607) 687-1068 
mdonovan@dor.org 
 

Cathy Wunder, Director of Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 
(607) 687-1068 
cwunder@dor.org 
 

Diane Snyder-Bell, Business Manager 
(607) 687-1068 
dsbell@dor.org 
 
 
In case of Pastoral Emergency call the pager  
number at 1-800-388-4117.  Dial in your number  
including your area code and we will return your call. 

"Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they  

protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform   

for us in our time of need.  Amen."   

 

Greg Barbieri  

Robert Bergmann  

Steven Brewster  

Matthew Cascarino  

Brett Creeley  

Megan DeKay 

Craig Elston  

Michael Gillio  

Shawn Hafele  

Chad Halliday 

C. J. Harrington  

John Harrington  

Matthew Harrington  

Jonathan Hough   

Martha Johnson  

Rudy Kotsubka 

Charlie Kwiatkowski  

Patricia Mallins  

Aaron Mitchell  

Jeremiah Murphy  

Alexander Pannone 

Adom Randolph 

Jennifer Randolph  

Zachary Readon 

Todd Rupright  

Connor Smith  

Paul Stauder  

Jason Stoke  

Daniel Strom  

Sam Tatich  

Keith Tomazic  

Colin Williams  

Colin Wilson 
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Monthly Adoration  

 There will be Eucharistic Adoration at  
St. Margaret Mary's on January 21 . All are  
welcome to stop in the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel and spend some time with the Lord 
from 7:00 pm to 1:00 am.  

    St. Valôs    
         2011  -  2012  
          Week 34 

$40 - Kelly Ingardia                                        

$20 - Phyllis Quirino  

Itôs NEW & Itôs COOL!  

What: CHILLY! Cook-Off 

When: Saturday, January 21     
Where: St. Patôs Church Hall 

                              6:00pm  

CHILI -MASTERS 

Needed 
We have THREE Masters participating as of today! 

Two ladies & one gentleman é 
Come on é you know you want to be a part of this new 

FUNdraiser @ St. Patôs!!!  
Please call the church office for the details  687-1068 

 

CHILI-LOVERS 

$5 gets you in the door & a ñtasteò of each chili. 

After tasting, you can get a bowl of your FAVORITE for only $2! 

There is a ñtopping tableò included with your bowl purchase. 
 

Beverages & Desserts will also be for sale! 
 

Judges, Prizes & RAFFLES! 

Mary, the Holy Mother of God  

 January 1 is the oldest celebration of Mary in the 
Catholic Church. The custom of honoring the Virgin on 
the first day of the New Year 
originates in the sixth century, 
when her celebration was tied 
to the octave day of Christmas, 
the eighth day after December 
25. In doing so, ancient  
preachers would remind their 
congregations about the role 
that Mary played in the history of salvation. Jesus was 
born of a woman, and so, as Eucharistic Prayer 4 
states, "Made incarnate by the Holy Spirit and born of 
the Virgin Mary, he shared our human nature in all 
things but sin." The human nature of Christ is rooted in 
his being born like us. As we round out the Christmas 
celebration with its Octave Day on January 1, we  
venerate the woman who gave birth to him. 
 There is a dual action in today's Gospel that is  
sometimes overlooked. The shepherds find the infant 
in the manger as has been told to them by the angel. 
And then they go out to tell others about the child. In 
the meantime, Mary reflects on all these things in her 
heart. These are the two complementary stances of 
the Christian: action and reflection. Both are needed 
for a balanced spiritual life. It is, in effect, putting into 
practice the two great commandments: love God and 
love your neighbor. 
 As we begin the New Year, it is customary to make 
resolutions: to diet, to exercise, to change something 
in one's life. Like Mary, who reflected on the events  
surrounding the birth of her child, we take some time 
to reflect on our own lives: where we have been, and 
where we are going. The Gospel gives us the  
opportunity to situate that reflection in a spiritual  
context. What does the birth of Jesus mean for me 
spiritually (reflection), and what do I intend to do about 
that in my daily life (action)? 
 

©2011 Liturgical Publications Inc 

2012 Kick Off Pancake Breakfast  
Sunday, January 15  

 8am to Noon  

St. Patrickõs Hall 
 

Free Will Donation  
 

Serving: pancakes, sausage, 

eggs, fruit cup, coffee & juice  
 

Offered by St. Patrick School  
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Registering in your Parish is a  

Statement of Faith  
 

Why is it so important that we register in  
a parish? Isn't it good enough that we  

go to Mass?  
 
 

 Registration is the official way we join a parish  
community. Many people think that because they attend a 
particular parish they automatically belong. At times young 
adults who have moved away for years think they are still 
signed up under their parents. But membership requires 
signing up, formally enrolling yourself in a parish.  
 Registration is a commitment to a community, a way to 
be included in the religious, social and ministerial activities 
of your parish. Your registration affects the parish in many 
ways. Census numbers can determine how many priests 
are assigned to a church, what benefits and obligations  
the community has to the diocese, and how Masses,  
confessions and devotions are planned and scheduled. 
 Registration shows you belong. It is also necessary for  
certain benefits, like scheduling sacraments, obtaining 
sponsor certificates, and getting donation statements for 
taxes. Most importantly, it lets the parish count on you, to 
call on you to assist in its mission. Registering in your  
parish is a statement of faith and confidence in the life and 
work of your parish. 

Prayer Blankets  

 Prayer blankets are a way for our faith community to reach 
out beyond our walls.  These small blankets are prayed over at 
mass and our way of sharing the love of God and our prayers 
for healing for the sick at home or in hospitals, for those that 
are grieving or are suffering in some way.  It is our way of  
covering with prayer the individual who receives the blanket. If 
you would like to request a prayer blanket for someone, please 
call the office at 687-1068.   

Gather Comprehensive Hymnals  

 If you would like to donate a Gather Comprehensive  
Hymnal in memory of a loved one or donate one as a gift there 
is a $15 donation for each hymnal.  On an envelope, please 
include your name, the personôs name you are donating the 
hymnal to and the site where you would like the donated  
hymnal.  If you have any questions, call the office at 687-1068. 

Confirmation Information/Registration 

Meeting  
 

 This information meeting is for those who would like to 
prepare for Confirmation in the spring, who  
have already been Baptized and received First 
Eucharist. 
 At this information meeting we will discuss 
readiness of the candidate, the role of sponsors, 
and the role of parents.  You will also receive the 
schedule for the candidate/sponsor (or parent)  

meetings.  This preparation will require attending two  
Confirmation Workshops on what it means to be a  
Catholic young adult.  Parish membership as well as weekly 
Mass attendance is presumed.  For more info call Cathy 
Wunder in the Faith Formation office at 687-1068. 
 
 

Monday, January 23 ~ 6:30 pm ~ St. Patrick Church  
- or - 

Thursday, January 26 ~ 6:30 pm ~ St. Patrick Church  

Living Stations of the Cross  

 Maybe you have heard of 
Living Stations of the Cross and 
maybe you have not.  The  
St. Margaret Maryôs Youth 
Group would like to invite you to 
give Stations a try. 
 Come make new friends, 
see old ones and be part of a 
faith sharing experience that will 
help you understand Christôs 
death in a whole different way.  
Itôs lots of fun, hard work and 
there is a place for everyone. 
 If you are in grades 7

th
 ï 12

th
, come Sunday,  

January 8
th
 from 2:30-4:30 pm for a ñWelcomeò, pizza 

and set-up.  The practice schedule is long and time  
consuming, but you do not need to attend them all to 
take part.  If you miss the 8

th
, you can join us any  

Sunday from 2:30-4:30 pm or any Wednesday from 
6:30-8:00 pm. 
 Bring a friend or two to St. Margaret Maryôs hall on  
Sunday, January 8

th
.  If you have any questions, feel 

free to call Tim Loso at 427-7949, Dan Cacciaglia at 
625-9968 or Sue White at 625-4498. 
   

Parish Facebook is here!  

 Several weeks ago we  
initiated a parish-wide e-mail  
distribution list that many of you 
have signed up for.  On  
December 25 we announced 
another way to communicate electronically -- a parish-wide 
Facebook page.  This Facebook page has been created to 
keep parishioners connected with timely updates about 
parish news, events and emergencies.   
 To learn more about this exciting communication tool, 
check out the parish web site www.blessed-trinity-
parish.org .  On the left side of the page, hover over the 
ñFacebookò tab and then click on ñInstructions on how to 
use the parish Facebook.ò   
 Thanks for your support ... and ñLetôs stay connected!ò 


